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snl 7, Brabemaht of Qunnery Sergeant Ascenaion R. PEREZ 1179811/0369 UEMG

e " On Februeyy 20, 1969 at 1500 howrs or abou? while on& patrol from H41l 900 into Loas,
i we mede contact with a small anamy wiit. . They hit us £rom front and vear., I quickly
. set wp a 360 degrss defenge, placing Lance Corporal BRITTIAN with hig machlne gun %o
the rear. He then spotted thrss enemy soldiers ¢rawling towsrd uvg.end opened fire on

them killing one, Thw other NVA soldiers cpen up on him knooldng out the gunrand also

wounding Lance Corporal BP.;’;TIAN and myself.

S Ha then yelled for somecué to throw him a rdfle, dn twn our Corpman gave him his,

e He than opened mi'with heavy fire on the ensmy agein, thus elther destroying or wound-
L ing them, We found big traces of blodd along the trall after reinforcementys cams.

And aleo RPG Laungher and rownds and gz‘m@es&ma found,

: Lenoe Corporal ERITTIAN with nis courmgs and disregards for the sai‘e’by of his 1ife, he
! not only saved my life bub also o‘ the squad which he Was attached, 1 as his Flatoon
N

Sergeant at the time highly recofdnd thet Lance Corporal BRITTIAN bs awsrded his Nation!.
hth highest swerd.
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: ][ The President of the United States lukes pride in presenting the BRONZE
STAR MEDAL - pOSthumously to : ;

.

LANCE CORPORAL CHARLES H, BRITTIAN

UNITED STATES MARINE CORI'S

tt‘or serviee as set forth in the Jollowing

| CITATION:

“For heraic achievemant in connection with operations against
the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam while serving as a Maching Gun Squad Laader
with Company H, Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division, On 20
February 1 969, during Operation Deway Canyon, Lance Corporal Brittian wees with
a patrol near Hill 89] in Quang Trt Province when the rear seeurity noticed that the
Morines were being followed by hostile soldiers. As soon as contact was mads with
the enemy, Lance Corporal Brittian’s team set up thelr machine gun on (he irall and
Immediately began delivering a heavy yolume of fire upon the hostile Jorce, Alertly
observing three enemy soldlers attempting to crawl toward the Martnes, Lapce
Corporal Brittian opened fire on tham and killed one hostile solcier, Retyrning fire,
the enemy damaged the rachine gun and wounded Lance Corporal Britttan and the
partol leader. Undaunted, he steadfastly tgnored his painful infury as he obtained a
rifle from a companton and then delivered accurate and effective fire upon the
advancing hostile soldiers, forcing them to withdraw. His herote and tinely actions
inspired all who observed him and ware responsibile for saving the life of his
wounded patrol leader, who was lying In the path of the advancing enenty. Lance
Corporal Brittlun’s courage, ageressive fighting spirit. and wnwavering devotion (o
duty In the face of great danger weye in kesping with the highest traditions of the

- Marine Corps and-of the Untted Siates Naval Service,

The Combat Distingulshing Davice is authorized.

FOR THE PRESIDENT, -

h e

H W. BUSE JR. :
LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
COMMANDING GENERAL, FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACTEIC
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. . fife e =0 Tie Sccra!ary of thc Navy takes pride in presuntlng Hm NAVY
B i CH'IEVEMENTML‘.DAL pasthumou.sly lo '
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Lo li : . .. CORPORAL CHARLESH BRITTIAN, R i
e i g : . :
I ‘ S i ' UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 5
' ) g%ih"'g’ i ﬁ;{* qut.rtaudmg d.clnevamenr in :ha superior pelformance of Ms dutm In thc Jleld off ;
o s {cac.ic. shlp acmavementas.ret forth in thcfollowlng . . ;
= o ' : araron: - 'j' e e .

IS “While s'arvln,g as a Flre Team Leadsr with Company H Secord
Buudllan Ninth Martnes, Third Marine Divisign in ¢onnection with operations
pgainst the enamy in the Republic of Viatram froin & July J968.10 8 May 1969,
. Corporal Brittien performed his duties in an exemplary mannen Participating in
- Qperetions Scotland Il, Laneaster II, and Dewaey .Canyon, he repeatedly
digtingutshed himself by his courage and. composure under firg. Exhibiting
‘ exceprional profcrvlonal ablllty, ke skilifully supervised the tactical deploymant of
his men during engagemants with the enemy and contributed stgnificantly (o the
.aecomplislunant of hiy unit’s mission. Constantly concerned for the combal .
roadiness of his unit, he tirelassly tramed fils men dnd molded them into an’ effective
Nighting force. Corporal Brittian’s leadership, professional competence and steadfase

. devotion to duty raﬂcct great ¢redit upon hivwalf the Marine Cm-p.s and the Naval
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COMPANY mH*
24 Battelion, $th Marines
3d Marina Division (Bein), MF
FPO San Framdiasco 96602 |
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It is d4fficult for ma to express the yegrets and sorrow felt by the Harines
of this ¢o/pay over the recent death of your son,’ Corporsd Charles H, Brittimn
Jre, V. 8. Marino Corps an June 5, 1969, 22 milen Souttiwest of Quang Trd Combab
Bage, Quang Tri Provinee, Hepudlic of Vietna.

Mra. Chriséine Brittian
318 Taft Staweb £
Atlants, Qaorgia 30315

- i .
. Charles, as you know, Was a machine yun tasm leader 1n our 2nd Platoon. Qu

June ¥ 'the hattalion was assigned to canduot a wesiroh and olear operation 22
atles Fouthwest nf Quang Trd Combat Base. The company was oomducting a coms
pany sise patrole Obarles! squad wes axbushed and csps under & heavy attack
by smemy subtomatie weagons and enwy grenades. Ie wes seriously younded Ly
fragaiatation penstrating the chest snd sucowsbed rmedlabely st 11400 poma

lod redaived the minictreviona of Lieutanant ammd-r ¥ X Boll, atl, 8.

- ¥
.g*G o !
v b oL -r.

A Haw#is)l Bervice will ba hald in his henor ab ths Regimsntal Chapel. in tha
vory nesr fature, L : s

Charles wvas one of the Pinoat Marines I havo ever known, His exewmplary come
dnet, losdership, snd singuler detemination to 46 avery Job well were guali-

tias that all #f us respected, We will miss him and hops you will find scms
comfort in knswing this, .

IF there 18 anything I can do, pleuase _i‘aol free to write,
Voxy aimar#h‘. : S

. , N ?

e a S o
GZORIE W, JACHTLEREN

Captain, Us!B« Marive foxpn
Commanding !
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