
NHPRC Webinar Series
#5 – ROADBLOCKS OF PROPERTY AND NEIGHBORHOOD RESEARCH



NHPRC Webinar Series
The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a 
statutory body affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA), supports a wide range of activities to preserve, publish, and encourage 
the use of documentary sources, created in every medium ranging from quill 
pen to computer, relating to the history of the United States. 

As part of this grant, Atlanta History Center will host and record five webinars 
over 2024-2025 that focus on how to use a variety of resources relevant to 
researching historic properties: 

o An Introduction to the National Register of Historic Places and Historic 
Property Research (March 2024)

o Finding Photos of Historic Neighborhoods & Properties (June 2024)

o Documenting Changes to Buildings Over Time (Sept 2024)

o Tracking Ownership & Sale of Property (March 2025)

o Roadblocks of Property & Neighborhood Research (Sept 2025)



Speaker Introduction
Mariah Isbell

Project Archivist

Atlanta History Center



Overview

Newly processed collections
o Atlanta Department of City Planning, 1920-1997, undated

o Atlanta Urban Design Commission records, 1973-2008, 
undated

o Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual materials, 1912-2005, 
undated (bulk 1973-1995)

o Atlanta Real Estate Board appraisals, 1924-1983

Research gaps and roadblocks

Q&A
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Processed 
Collections



Atlanta Department of City Planning 
records, 1920-1997, undated

Arrangement:

o Series I: Atlanta-Fulton County Joint Planning 
Board records, 1920-1974

o Series II: Board of Zoning Adjustment records, 
1922-1997, undated

o Series III: Zoning Review Board records, 1954-
1984

o Series IV: Planning and Development Committee 
records, 1957-1973

Research highlights: 

o Local government opinions

o Civic involvement and opinions

o Transcriptions of council meetings 
and public hearings
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Atlanta Urban Design Commission 
records and visual arts materials

AUDC records, 1973-2008, undated

o Administration

o Cooperation for Olympic Development in 
Atlanta (CODA)

o Historic nomination forms

o Neighborhood architectural survey forms

o Publications, newspapers, surveys, park plans, 
city development guidelines

AUDC visual arts materials, 1912-2005, undated 
(bulk 1973-1995) 

o Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated

oDigitized images

o Series II: Georgia architectural and historic 
property surveys, 1975-1999, undated

o Series III: Maps, 1912-1988, undated

Research highlights: Andy Rueda 

o City importance for preservation and conservation

o 1996 Olympics

o House and neighborhood history
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Historic nomination forms – Pratt Pullman Yard 
buildings, 1993, MSS 1272, Box 13, Folder 5



Neighborhood architectural survey forms – Home 
Park, 1976-1980, undated, MSS 1272, Box 15, 
Folder 16



Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Adair Park, VIS 443.112.001

Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Adair Park, VIS 443.112.002



Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Adair Park, VIS 443.112.003

Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Sylvan Hills, VIS 443.190.001



Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Sylvan Hills, VIS 443.190.003

Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series I: Neighborhoods, 1973-2005, undated
Sylvan Hills, VIS 443.190.002



Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials
Series II: Georgia architectural and historic property surveys, 
1975-1999, undated
Westview – Avenida Street SW, VIS 443.327



Atlanta Real Estate Board appraisals, 
1923-1984

Collection highlights: 
o Atlanta Express Highway System
o Atlanta Airport expansion
o Techwood Homes development
o Stone Mountain Park development
o Asa G. Candler estate
o Walter McElreath estate
o Alfonzo F. Herndon estate and properties

Research highlights: 
o Significant area Atlanta, Fulton County, and DeKalb 

County
o Significant areas in the Atlanta Metropolitan Area, 

including Cobb County, Clayton County, Gwinnett 
County, 

o Contains some areas in Douglas County, Henry 
County, Rockdale County, and Paulding County

o Private interpretation of Atlanta's property values
o House, neighborhood, business history
o Infrastructure development















Research & 
Roadblocks



Everyday
Inquiry: 

I live at 164 Gordon 
Terrace SW in 
Mozley Park. Do you 
have any 
information about 
my home? 

Inquiry: 

I just moved to the 
Old Fourth Ward 
neighborhood, and 
I'm wondering if you 
have any photographs 
of this neighborhood 
from the 20th century. 



In-depth
Inquiry: 

I’m in the process of 
restoring a home that I 
recently bought. I don’t 
know any information about 
this house, and I would like 
to research it. Is there 
anything you could help me 
with to learn a bit more 
about its history overtime? 

Inquiry: 

I’m an urban studies student at 
Georgia State University, and I want 
to want to research how public 
opinion and city planning 
development discourse in Atlanta 
compares to that of another city. I 
am particularly interested in large 
civic structures. Do any of your 
collections provide insight on 
structures and decisions such as 
that? 



Extensive
Inquiry: 

I recently visited the Atlanta History Center 
and was fascinated by the Olympic Games 
exhibit. It was great to see and learn about 
the history of the games and the process 
of how Atlanta won the bid in 1984 for the 
1996 Olympic Games, and reading about 
the committee that was formed to make 
sure the games happened. I’m creating a 
podcast documenting the history of cities 
that host the Olympics in modern times 
and would love to look over information 
that you have available to the public. 
Specifically, I want to research the effects 
of gentrification on the city, and be able to 
compare the past, the time the Olympics 
was happening in the city, and the 
aftermath.

Inquiry: 

I’m a PhD student at Clark Atlanta University and I 
am researching urban renewal and public housing 
developments throughout the state of Georgia. My 
focus is on major cities in the state of Georgia, as 
well as more rural and suburban cities that have a 
housing authority. I’m at the part of my research 
where I am investigating the city of Atlanta. I 
noticed that there some records and photographs 
about the Atlanta Housing Authority, and general 
urban renewal plans in Atlanta, Georgia. I would like 
to view those records, but are there additional 
records, plans, or minutes that provide a more 
direct account about urban renewal and the 
opinions and plans from the city? I would also like 
to know if there are any structural plans or 
information about the decision of where these 
developments would be built.



Q&A



Thank you!
Make an appointment at the Kenan Research Center:

o Wednesday thru Saturday, 10am to 4pm, by appointment 
only

o 404-814-4040 OR reference@atlantahistorycenter.com

View our NHPRC landing page for: 

o Blog posts, past webinars, and additional resources

For inquiries on the processed collections:
Mariah Isbell
misbell@atlantahistorycenter.com

For inquiries on the NHPRC grant:
Kate Daly
kate.daly@atlantahistorycenter.com

Feedback Form

mailto:reference@atlantahistorycenter.com
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/buildings-and-grounds/kenan-research-center/national-historical-publications-and-records-commission/
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