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NHPRC Webinar Series
• The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a statutory 

body affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), supports 
a wide range of activities to preserve, publish, and encourage the use of documentary 
sources, created in every medium ranging from quill pen to computer, relating to the 
history of the United States.

• As part of this grant, Atlanta History Center will host and record five webinars over 
2024-2025 that focus on how to use a variety of resources relevant to researching 
historic properties:

o An Introduction to the National Register of Historic Places and Historic Property 
Research  (March 2024)

o Finding Photos of Historic Neighborhoods & Properties (June 2024)
o Documenting Changes to Buildings Over Time
o Tracking Ownership & Sale of Property
o Roadblocks of Property & Neighborhood Research



Speaker Introduction

Josh Hogan
Digital Preservation Archivist/

Archivist for Atlanta Civic & Neighborhood Collections
Georgia State University

Kate Daly
Visual Culture Archivist
Atlanta History Center



Overview

Atlanta History Center

● Atlanta Urban Design Commission photographs

● Real Estate Appraisals

● Fulton County Board of Commissioner photographs

Georgia State University

● Planning Atlanta 

● 1949 Aerial Mosaic & Photographs

● Map collections + MARTA materials

● AJC Photographs

● Lane Brothers Photographs

● Tracy O’Neal Photographs

● Tom Coffin Photographs

Q&A



Research 
Significance 
of Materials

● Visual records of people, places and events (tangible links 
to the past)

● Shows changes in neighborhoods and structures 
throughout time as the city grows and the physical 
landscape shifts

● Impact on residents and displacement of communities
● Documentation for rehabilitation of historic properties
● Supplemental to other resources: city directories, building 

permits, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, etc.
● Types of researchers

○ Neighborhood, home, and urban planning research 
(landowners, homeowners, tenants, real estate agents, 
surveyors, academics, etc.)

○ The #1 question from historic house researchers: “Are 
there photographs of my home?”



Atlanta 
Urban 
Design 
Commission

The Atlanta Urban Design Commission “nominates and regulates buildings and 
districts with Historic, Landmark or Conservation status.” Members are appointed 
by the Mayor and the City Council.

(Source: Urban Design Commission)

Atlanta Urban Design Commission collection at the Atlanta History 
Center (VIS 443):

● Photographs of Atlanta neighborhoods between 1970 and 1990
● Residential, religious, commercial, educational facilities, 

landmark buildings, and public housing. Many sites have been 
preserved, though some have been replaced by modern 
development. 

● Many identified by specific streets or addresses. All images are 
arranged by neighborhood.

● Atlanta Urban Design Commission records

https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-design/urban-design-commission/meetings-and-agendas


Areas of Significance 

National Register properties 
have significance to the history 
of their community, state, or the 

nation.

Coverage

● Approximately 11,000 images total documenting 
neighborhoods (December 2024 completion)

● 3,948 of these are slides to be made available 
on Album (July 2024 completion)

Source: Department of City Planning GIS

https://gis.atlantaga.gov/mapdownload-3-col.html


Residential: 
Cabbagetown

Slide dated 1986
Address: Carroll Street

Significance:
● Mill village
● City of Atlanta Landmark District
● Areas of significance via National 

Register: industry, community 
planning and development, 
commerce, architecture VIS 443.024.026

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/d47771ad-aafb-4ee4-8273-beb04e930dec
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/d47771ad-aafb-4ee4-8273-beb04e930dec


Residential: 
Plunkett Town

Slide dated 1975
No address listed. Labeled as “Cottage in 
Plunkett Town” - current site of Atlanta 
Tradeport Complex

Significance:
● Impact of airport construction in 

lower income Black neighborhoods

VIS 443.088.001



Commercial:
Fairlinger Building

VIS 443.036.059

Slide dated 1988
Address: 343 Peachtree Street

Significance:
● Nominated by AUDC for the National Register
● Designed by Atlanta architect George W. Laine 

and constructed in 1898 as Atlanta’s first multi 
use building. 

● The building was demolished in 1988,and is 
currently the site of SunTrust Plaza.

https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/030beab1-2d8b-4cc4-9a76-1fb354ec5329


Religious:
Friendship Baptist 
Church

VIS 443.036.068

Slide dated 1975
Address: 437 Mitchell Street

Significance:
● Oldest African American church in 

Atlanta
● Mitchell Street building demolished in 

2014 for the Mercedes-Benz Stadium



Educational:
Roosevelt High School

VIS 443.049.008

Slide dated 1975
Address: 745 Rosalia Street

Significance:
● City of Atlanta Landmark Building
● Designed by Edwards & Sayward 

and built in the 1920s for Girls’ High 
School until 1985

● Converted into apartments

https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-design/urban-design-commission/roosevelt-high-school-girls-high


Atlanta Real 
Estate Board 
Appraisals

Real Estate Board Appraisals at the Atlanta History Center:
Expected completion date: October 2025

● 10,000 appraisals from 1924-1983, thousands of which document homes 
and buildings in historically Black neighborhoods that are typically not 
included in other resources such as the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
○ Some appraisals are accompanied by a photograph starting in the 

1950s. Nearly every appraisal starting in the 1960s contains a 
photograph. Earlier records often contain drawings or plats

● Show land valuation over time by a private corporation, including the 
differences in land valuation in predominantly Black and white 
neighborhoods.

● Site images (and appraisal information) are identified by specific addresses
● Normally manuscript and visual collections are separated at AHC, but the 

appraisals will be kept together for ease of access and interpretation



1965

Appraisal 
#6366



































Fulton County 
Board of 
Commissioners 
photographs

Fulton County Board of Commissioners is the primary legislative and policy-making body for 

Fulton County, Georgia. Established in 1880 as the Board of Commissioners of Roads and 

Revenues, it was empowered to levy taxes, establish or abolish roads and bridges, and control 

all property in Fulton County. As of 2023, the Board of Commissioners is comprised of seven 

members elected to four-year terms.

Fulton County Board of Commissioners photographs at the Atlanta 
History Center (VIS 447):

● 733 negatives from 1949-1962
● Mechanicsville, Vine City, Summerhill, Adair Park, Atlanta University Center 

Historic District, English Avenue, Downtown, Home Park, Marietta Street 
Artery, Blandtown, and in areas that would become The Villages at 
Castleberry Hill, and Capitol View neighborhoods.

● Houses, roadways, businesses, churches, synagogues, public housing, and 
schools. The images often capture candid images of people gathering on 
porches and in front of houses, and as pedestrians. 

● The purpose of the photographs has not been established, but many contain 
images of areas in Atlanta that were impacted by the construction of 
highways and the expansion of major thoroughfares. 

https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/p17222coll14


Capitol Avenue

VIS 447.050.010

https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/p17222coll14/id/494/rec/172


Dannemon’s Grocery

VIS 447.046.050

https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/p17222coll14/id/171/rec/113


Crew Street School

VIS 447.051.014

https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/p17222coll14/id/311/rec/105


Peters Street

VIS 443.028.004

https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/p17222coll14/id/718/rec/130


Other visual 
collections at 
AHC

● VIS 35 | Grace Towns Hamilton maps and photographs

● VIS 72 | Leila Ross Wilburn visual arts materials

● VIS 96 | Atlanta Housing Authority photographs*

● VIS 112 | Atlanta Blueprint and Graphics Company photographs

● VIS 115 | Martin Stupich photographs

● VIS 139 | Central Atlanta Progress photographs

● VIS 144 | Adams-Cates Company photographs

● VIS 152 | Bedford-Pine Neighborhood photographs

● VIS 167 | Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce visual arts materials

● VIS 375 | Stevens and Wilkinson visual arts materials

*Atlanta Housing Authority archives holds most AHA material

Search Our Collections at AHC

https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/2710
https://ahc.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/2871
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/AHA
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/ATLBlue
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/Stupich
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/caprogress
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/cates
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/bpneighbor
https://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/digital/collection/Atlcc
https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/2862
https://www.atlantahousing.org/about-us/archives/
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/learning-research/search-the-collections/


New 
Resources 
via NHPRC 
Grant

• Through this grant Atlanta History Center will process the 
following collections:

o Atlanta Real Estate Board appraisals

o Atlanta Urban Design Commission records

o Atlanta Urban Design Commission visual arts materials

o Atlanta Department of City Planning records

• The processing of these collections began in January 2024, and are 
slated for completion by December 2025. The material will be 
searchable on Atlanta History Center’s search portal.

https://ahc.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/3071


GSU Special Collections & 
Archives



What can I expect when I 
visit?



Collecting Areas
• Southern Labor Archives
• University Archives
• Popular Music & Culture Collection
• Women's / Gender & Sexuality Collections
• Atlanta Civic & Neighborhood History Collections

• Georgia Government Documentation Project
• Photographic Collections
• Rare Book Collection



Planning Atlanta

• Digital collection of material related to city planning and urban 
development in Atlanta

• Spanning the 1930-1990s
• The collection includes, among other items:

• 1949 Aerial Mosaic and Photographs
• Photographs of the city and of city 

planning activities
• City planning maps from the 1930s-1990s

Atlanta Skyline, 1950s. Source: AJC 
Photographic Archive, AJCP142-020v



1949 Aerial Mosaic & Photographs





Olympic Stadium construction site, 1993.

Atlanta Skyline, 1973.

Washington 
Street, Atlanta, 
1875



Model Neighborhood: 
Existing Land Use and 
Zoning, 1970



Atlanta’s Neighborhoods, 
1952





Additional Atlanta Map Resources at 
GSU
• Atlanta-Fulton Public Library Collection
(digital only – originals belong to AFPL)

• Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
of Georgia Maps
(digital only)

Area III Substandard Dwelling Units, atlpp0226_167



AFPL Collection



Atlanta, 1895 
(AFPLx_M0039a)



Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 1994 (AFPLx_M0012)



WPA of Georgia Atlanta Maps Collection



Atlanta Base Map, Sheet 2 
of 21, atlpm0471b, 1940



Area IV Race of Household Map, 1939 (atlpp0226_176)



Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA) Collection



Other MARTA Materials



Photographic Collections at GSU

• Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC) Photos
• Lane Brothers Photographs
• Tracy O’Neal Photographs
• Tom Coffin Photographs
• And more…



AJC Photos



Lane Brothers Photographs



Tracy O’Neal Photos



Tom Coffin Photos



Atlanta Area Photographers Collection

• David Lennox
• Ernest Welch
• Steve Eberhardt



Keys to Navigating Our Archives

• Finding aids
   (https://archivesspace.library.gsu.edu/)
• Digital Collections
   (https://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/digital/)
• Research Guides
• Reference staff
• Archivists

https://archivesspace.library.gsu.edu/
https://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/digital/
http://research.library.gsu.edu/?b=p


Connect With GSU Special Collections!

archives@gsu.edu
/library.gsu.edu/special-collections/
404-413-2880

            @gsu_archives               
      @gsuarchives

• Check out our
Fighting for Freedom Exhibit 



Thank you!

Kate Daly
kdaly@atlantahistorycenter.com

Feedback Form
NHPRC Resource 

List

Josh Hogan
jhogan18@gsu.edu


