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NHPRC Webinar Series
ÅThe National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a statutory 

body affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), supports 
a wide range of activities to preserve, publish, and encourage the use of documentary 
sources, created in every medium ranging from quill pen to computer, relating to the 
history of the United States.

ÅAs part of this grant, Atlanta History Center will host and record five webinarsover 
2024-2025 that focus on how to usea variety ofresources relevant to researching 
historic properties:

o An Introduction to the National Register of Historic Places and Historic Property 
Research  (March 2024)

o Finding Photos of Historic Neighborhoods & Properties (June 2024)
o Documenting Changes to BuildingsOver Time
o Tracking Ownership & Sale of Property
o Roadblocks of Property & Neighborhood Research



Speaker Introduction

Donald Rooney
National Register Specialist 

at Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Erica Hague
Collections Manager

at Atlanta History Center



What is the National 
Register of Historic 
Places?



ÑőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŸŉШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШÂũċĦĲƚЯШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲĬШŔŰШΝΦΣΣЯШŔƚШƣőĲШŰċƣŔŸŰќƚШ
official list of buildings, districts, structures, and objects significant in American 
history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture.  The National Park 
Service in the Department of the Interior administers the program.  

The National Historic Preservation Act authorizes State Historic Preservation 
Offices to nominate properties, and to carry out other preservation activities.  In 
Georgia, this is accomplished within the Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs, Historic Preservation Division.   

The National 
Register is 
...  



National 
Register 
Criteria

A:  Association with events/activities/patterns

 B:  Association with important persons

 C:  Distinctive physical characteristics
o Design
o Construction
o Form

 D:  Potential toyield important information

Additional information on the Criteria can be viewed here:  
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB -
15_web508.pdf in a booklet from the Department of the Interior.

Significance 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf


Areas of Significance 

National Register properties have 
significance to the history of their 
community, state, or the nation.

Å Agriculture

Å Architecture

Å Art

Å Archaeology: Prehistoric, Historic Aboriginal, Historic Non-Aboriginal 

Å Commerce

Å Communications

Å Community planning and development

Å Conservation

Å Economics

Å Education

Å Engineering

Å Entertainment/recreation

Å EƣőŰŔĦШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲаШ ũċƚťċШ ċƣŔƻĲЯШ ƚŔċŰвЯШ7ũċĦťЯШEƨƖŸƓĲċŰвЯШcŔƚƓċŰŔĦвЯШ ċƣŔƻĲШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰв

Å Exploration/settlement

Å Health/medicine
Å Industry

Å Invention

Å Landscape architecture

Å Law

Å Literature

Å Maritime history

Å Military

Å Performing arts

Å Philosophy

Å Politics/government

Å Religion

Å Science

Å ÉŸĦŔċũШőŔƚƣŸƖǃаШ?ŔƚċĤŔũŔƣǃЯШxċĤŸƖЯШx]7ÑÄШЯÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШ9ƨũƣƨƖċũЯШìŸůĲŰќƚЯШѼШ9ŔƻŔũШÅŔŊőƣƚШcŔƚƣŸƖŔĲƚ

Å Transportation 

Å Other



Integrity is the ability 
of a property to convey 
its significance. 
 
Integrity is evidenced 
by the survival of 
physical 
characteristics that 
existed during the 
ƓƖŸƓĲƖƣǃќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШŸƖШ
prehistoric period of 
significance. 

Seven 
Aspects 
of 
Integrity

Location

Design

Setting

Materials

Workmanship

Feeling

Association



The National 
Register is 
not...



The National 
Register is not 
regulatory 



ÑőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŔƚШŰŸƣШв

Georgia Historical 
Society marker 
program 

https://www.georgiahistory.com/learn -and-
explore/historical-markers/applying-for-a-
new-historical-marker/ 

The Georgia Historical Society 
erects new historical markers 
each year, working in 
partnership with community 
organizations, municipalities, 
and businesses. 

https://www.georgiahistory.com/learn-and-explore/historical-markers/applying-for-a-new-historical-marker/
https://www.georgiahistory.com/learn-and-explore/historical-markers/applying-for-a-new-historical-marker/
https://www.georgiahistory.com/learn-and-explore/historical-markers/applying-for-a-new-historical-marker/


o Individual Properties
o Commercial Districts 
o Neighborhoods
o Sites 

To learn more about integrating historic preservation into 
local planning:  https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/6692 

To learn more about the Atlanta Urban Design 
Commission: 
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city -
planning/public -meetings-boards-and-commissions 

ÑőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŔƚШŰŸƣШв

Local Historic 
Designation
o Certified Local Governments
o Historic Preservation Ordinances 
o Historic Overlay Zoning
o Regulations 

https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/6692
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/public-meetings-boards-and-commissions
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/public-meetings-boards-and-commissions


ÑőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШŔƚШŰŸƣвШШШШШШШШШAUDC Local Listings



National 
Register 
Nominations 
in 
Georgia 

2,217 listings 
90,070 contributing 
resources 

Our mission: To help build 
strong, vibrant communities.  



Expectations 
& Process

o Contact the Historic Preservation Division                                   
(Our office may already have information on file.) 

 

o Gather all known materials related to the property 

o Familiarize with Documenting a Property in Georgia               
and other research guides

o Prepare Preliminary Determination Application form             
and receive feedback

o Next steps...



Preliminary Determination Application

Explore the National Register Nomination Process in Georgia on 
this web page and download the Preliminary Determination 
Application appropriate for your project: 

o Individual 
o District 
o Cemetery

available online

  

 

Christopher Nunn 

Commissioner 

Brian P. Kemp 

Governor 

 
Preliminary Eligibility Application  ɀ Individual Resources   

National Register of Historic Places  
August 2023 

 
(please type or print) 

Property  Information : 
Name (current or common):                                                                                                                                           
Other Name(s) (historic or other) :                                                                                   
Address (current): Street:                                                                                             

               City, State, Zip:              County:                                                                                      
Acreage: Current:             Historic:                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Property Use (ex: residence, school, farm, retail , warehouse, church, mill, battlefield):  
 Current:             Historic:                                                                                         

 Property type:  
ἦBuilding or buildings               ἦStructure               ἦSite               ἦObject 

Date of Construction:                                                                                                     
 Architect/Builder  (if applicable/known) :                                                                                        
    
Significance:  Check the box(es) by the criterion under which you believe this property is eligible. Refer to the 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÁÒË 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ "ÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation 
ɀ pages 11-24 (https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB -15_web508.pdf). You will 
ÅÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ Ȱ"ÒÉÅÆ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȱ ÂÅÌÏ×Ȣ  

ἦ Criterion A (event) 

ἦ Criterion B (person)  

ἦ Criterion C (design/construction (architecture)) 

ἦ Criterion D (information potential and/or archeology)  
 
Sponsor: 

Name(s):                                                                
Address: Street:                                                                                              
City, State, Zip:             County:                   

 Telephone:             Email:                                                                             
            
 
Property Owner(s)  (if different than sponsor) :  

Name(s):                                                                 
Owner Consent:      ἦYes     ἦNo       (owner consent is required for National Register listing) 
Address: Street:                                                                                              
City, State, Zip:             County:                   

 Telephone:             Email:                     
                                

Form Prepared By (if different than either of the above ): 
Name(s):                                                                 
Company/Organization:                          
Address: Street:                                                                                              

 City, State, Zip:             County:                   
 Telephone:             Email:                  
                                             
                                         
Date Submitted :                                                                  
                                            

https://www.dca.ga.gov/georgia-historic-preservation-division/national-register-research-survey/national-register-historic


All 
nominations 
are grounded 
in research

What is already known about a property?
o Is it reliable?
o Is it current?
o Is it pertinent?



https://www.dca.ga .gov/node/6876

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB39-Complete.pdf 

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/
learning-research/search-the-collections/

https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/6876
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB39-Complete.pdf
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/


Residential Neighborhood: 
Candler Park Historic District, 
DeKalb County

Listed: 1983 
Boundary Increase: 2005

Areas of Significance: 
Architecture 
Community Planning & 
Development 
Landscape Architecture 
Transportation 

Period of Significance: 1870-1955



Commercial District: 
Lithonia Historic District 
DeKalb County

Listed: 2016 

Areas of Significance: 
Architecture 
Ethnic Heritage: Black 
Ethnic Heritage: European 
Industry 

Period of Significance: 1845-1966



Multi-Family Residential: 
Capitol View Apartments 
Fulton County

Listed: 2023 

Areas of Significance:
Architecture 
Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance: 1947 



Institutional Building: 
Zion Baptist Church 
Cobb County

Listed: 1990

Areas of Significance: 
Architecture 
Ethnic Heritage: Black

Period of Significance: 1888-1940 

Other types of institutional buildings include:
courthouses, schools, post offices, libraries, 
masonic lodges, hospitals 



PROFILE PROPERTY: 523-549 Stewart Avenue

Nominations are  viewable 
online via the National Park 
Service website

Listed: 2023
Areas of Significance: 
Architecture 
Commerce 

Period of Significance: 1920-1973

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregist
er/database-research.htm 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm


Overview



Historical Context 

Nothing exists in a vacuum. 

Everything we do is surrounded by 
people, places, and events. 

To fully understand something, 
you need to identify the things that 
surround it - the context.

In order to provide historical 
context sometime comparative 
analysis is helpful and necessary.  



City Directories
Who? What? When? Where? Why?

o Largest Atlanta street renumbering in 1927
o Documents street name changes and number changes
o Alphabetical listing by resident or business name 
o Indicates vacant buildings or office spaces  
o Alphabetical list of streets, street numbers, & cross 

streets 
o Alphabetical classified advertisements in many 

directories
 


