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Dear Friends and Supporters of 
Atlanta History Center:
First, we want to extend our most sincere appreciation to 
everyone who has supported Atlanta History Center during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Whether you attended a virtual Author 
Talk, renewed your membership, gave to support operating 
expenses, or visited with your family, you helped us continue 
to connect people, history, and culture under some of the most 
difficult circumstances in our institution’s history.

Despite these challenges, we are immensely grateful to report 
that Atlanta History Center remains strong. Though there is 
uncertainty in the future, we have a solid financial foundation 
to support us through potential difficulties, as well as dedicated 
and passionate staff, Trustees, and audiences.

We continue to pursue quality educational programming, 
exhibitions, and collections development. We’re pleased to 
announce that Atlanta History Center is now the permanent 
repository for the records of the Southern Railway Company, a 
critical piece in the history of Atlanta’s growth and development.

It is with this solid foundation that we launch into our new 
Strategic Plan that will carry our institution through our 100th 
anniversary in 2026. We will use our resources to promote a more 
healthy and functioning democracy in the ways that history can 
support: dialogue, context, and encouragement of curiosity and 
understanding of new and different perspectives.

As we implement these initiatives, you can expect to see more 
digital content, more programs that encourage dialogue and 
connection with others, and refreshed exhibitions that share 
important historical documents and resources related to pressing 
current issues. This initiative is unveiled with the temporary 
exhibition American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith, on view 
until March 23, 2022.

We always encourage an open dialogue with our audience, and 
we look forward to hearing your feedback on these new programs 
and digital content. We wish you and your families good health 
in these trying times and hope that we’re able to connect with 
you soon.

Sincerely,
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The Zero Milepost of the Western & Atlantic Railroad is an artifact 
representative of the founding of Atlanta itself. It is on display in the Atlanta 
History Center exhibition Locomotion: Railroads and the Making of Atlanta, 
where it is present alongside the W&A locomotive Texas and other artifacts 
detailing the integral role of the industry in creating Atlanta.
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RESPONDING 
HEROES: 
REMEMBERING 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

More than a dozen watercolor portraits 
lined the walls of the Nicholson Gallery 
from artist Kate Bergen’s series Women 
of 9/11. Each piece depicts women in 
emergency services who came to the 
aid of countless people following the 
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
 
Bergen painstakingly composed the portraits to show the 
notable stress of the attacks on each person and to process her 
own trauma. Bergen used art to produce and communicate 
reminders for us to never forget a day’s events that changed 
American history. When citizens needed paramedics, police 
officers, firefighters, and emergency medical technicians 
most, they responded to the call without any delays. Atlanta 
History Center provided a space of commemoration and 
healing with the help of the National EMS Museum to honor 
these heroes. 

On September 9th, 2021 the exhibit Responding Heroes: Remembering 
September 11, 2001, opened to the public to observe the twentieth 
anniversary of the attacks on the Twin Towers in New York City, 
the Pentagon in Washington D.C., and just outside of Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. As an institution, we wanted to cultivate a community 
and conversation focused on this difficult historical moment, allowing 
guests to come together and pause to reflect and remember.

Along with portraits, Responding Heroes featured a comprehensive 
timeline of September 11, 2001, firsthand accounts, and areas to sit 
and reflect. A remanent of the North tower of the World Trade Center 
sat in the center of the timeline of the day’s events. The events of 
September 11, 2001 will never cease to have lasting emotional effects 
in the hearts and minds of many people.

Greg Trevor, a former Senior Information Officer for the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey, sat down with our Director 
of Oral History and Genealogy Sue VerHoef to describe what it was 
like to escape the North Tower. “An estimated 25,000 people were 
successfully evacuated from the World Trade Center Complex that 
day,” Greg stated in his oral history interview, “It’s actually one of the 
most successful evacuations in human history and people like me are 
alive today because of the courage and because of the actions of so 
many people who raced in or stayed at their post to help...”

There is significance in sharing images and firsthand accounts of 
the first responders who ran to the scene at Ground Zero as well as 
those who survived. We must work together to remind people who 

lived through the event and teach those who did not experience it.
The National EMS Museum is a volunteer-led organization 
surrounded by the complex history of emergency medical responders, 
which strives to preserve their stories. The organization curated 
Responding Heroes with stories of first responders from Georgia who 
aided in recovery efforts after the September 11th attacks.

Responding Heroes: Remembering September 11, 2001 closed on 
December 31, but supplemental material centered around the exhibit 
can be viewed at atlantahistorycenter.com.

EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS

BY MONIQUE ROJAS
Communications Coordinator
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TOP Guests to the exhibit left their thoughts, remembrances, 
and messages of gratitude to first responders after viewing 
the exhibition.

LEFT Boots from the Disaster Medical Assistance Team uniform, 
Florida DMAT
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EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS

AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY: 
A GREAT LEAP OF FAITH

How did the United States develop the system of 
government that we have today? How has American 
democracy changed and morphed over time?

The traveling exhibition American Democracy: A 
Great Leap of Faith explores the multiple facets 
that make up democracy in all its complexity. 
Exploring the origins of the American system, 
voting, participation, institutions, and citizenship, 
the exhibition seeks to introduce guests to the 
tapestry of both formal and informal participation 
and governance.

Starting with a brief history of the development of the Constitution, the views of Founding 
Fathers and other stakeholders are presented alongside historical artifacts, digital 
content, and documents. Perhaps what is more interesting than what is ultimately in the 
Constitution is what did not make the cut—or what was included at the time and remains 
as a relic rendered obsolete by future amendments. What is clear is that the formation 
of American democracy was not simple, straightforward, or unanimously agreed upon. 
Founders argued about the role of enslaved people in democracy (should they count as 
population for the sake of representation, even though they were considered property?), 
the type of head of state (a king? An emperor?), and the ability of people to elect their 
government (should it be only rich men? Should senators be directly elected or appointed?)

All these questions would continue to have ripple effects going into the future—and some 
continue until our present day.

The exhibition then investigates the different ways that people interact and inform their 
government. Some methods are formalized in the Constitution, such as voting. Guests 
can see historical voting machines, including a model of the first electronic machine, as 
well as learn about when different Americans gained suffrage. Other ways of interacting 
with government, such as the political party system, are not codified in any official 
government documents and are instead the result of traditions established over the years. 
Artifacts related to the party system include campaign paraphernalia, advertisements, 
and convention documents.

Atlanta History Center staff enhanced the exhibition for its Atlanta History Center showing 
with local artifacts, documents, and photographs. Guests can see early versions of the 
Georgia constitution, examine the government structures of Indigenous people in the state, 
and trace petitions and protests spurred by Georgians. In addition to local content, Atlanta 
History Center will also offer a robust series of both in person and virtual programming, 
including Author Talks, dialogues, and guided tours.

BY CLAIRE HALEY
Vice President of PR & Programs

TOP March on Washington for Jobs 
 and Freedom, August 28, 1963.  
Courtesy of National Archives and  
Records Administration.

American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith was 
developed by the National Museum of American 
History, adapted for travel by the Smithsonian 
Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, and 
funded locally by The Rich Foundation. The 
exhibition will be on display at Atlanta History 
Center from November 6, 2021–March 23, 2022.
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Back when Atlanta wasn’t even an idea 
and much of Georgia was inaccessible 
by anything other than slow overland 
wagon travel, early railroaders recognized 
the potential business and commerce 
opportunities that would come with a 
more connected and traversable state.

The first railroad chartered in the state of Georgia was the 
Central Railroad and Canal Company of Georgia, founded in 
1833. That railroad ultimately became part of the Southern 
Railway, a long-lasting and profitable business that is now 
part of the Norfolk Southern Corporation.

Before the Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport gave 
Atlanta travelers access to the world, passenger trains 
of Southern Railway predecessor Richmond & Danville 
Railroad connected Atlantans to the business centers of the 
Northeastern United States. Southern’s trains also carried 
more than 10,000 people per day through Atlanta’s old 
Terminal Station during US mobilization in World War II. 
Southern Railway then went on to lead the way in innovation 
and technology throughout the latter half of the 20th century, 
including modernizing its computer systems and advancing 
the multimodal system of connecting trains and freight trucks.

In 1982, Southern Railway merged with the Norfolk & 
Western Railway in a merger of equals to create Norfolk 
Southern. Today, all of Norfolk Southern’s trains across its 
railroad, which serves 22-states plus the District of Columbia, 
are controlled from Atlanta, and its corporate headquarters 
are located in the city as well.

On October 25, 2021, Norfolk Southern announced that 
the archives of the Southern Railway would be donated 
to Atlanta History Center’s archives. Given the rich and 
important history of the railroad company, these documents, 
photographs, and maps will serve researchers and scholars 
for decades to come as they investigate the development and 
growth of Atlanta and thus, the Southeastern United States. 
Atlanta is here because the railroads are—and the Southern 
Railway is an essential part of that history. 

Learn more about railroad history in the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution special section from January 9, 2022.

1 Southern Railway 0-4-4T steam locomotive 1509 is pictured here on the turntable of the 
roundhouse at Southern Railway’s Pegram Shops in the Pittsburgh neighborhood of Atlanta. 
Originally built for Southern predecessor Atlanta & Charlotte Air-Line Railway in 1880 by 
the Baldwin Locomotive Works, the engine spent its last years working at Pegram, where it 
was nicknamed “Maud” by the repair shops’ employees. Retired in 1949, it survives today at 
the Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth.

2 This Southern Railway passenger train publicity photo from the 1940s shows the 
ladies lounge on a Pullman sleeping car, where women travelers could freshen up 
before or after a rest. At the time, overnight travel by train was an efficient way to 
travel between cities and towns. 
3 This 1941 publicity photo features a scene from a new tavern-lounge observation 
car used on the famous Washington, DC to Memphis train “the Tennessean.” During 
this time, many railroad employees working aboard passenger trains were African 
American, although the trains were segregated in the Southeast. Cars like this one were 
places for some travelers to relax and visit with fellow passengers while riding the train.

2

FROM THE COLLECTIONS:
THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
ARCHIVES

1 3

2

https://www.ajc.com/railroads/
https://www.ajc.com/railroads/
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Atlanta History Center enthusiastically participated 
in the first-ever Civic Season, a nationwide initiative 
to show everyone the role of history in informing our 
current challenges and our contribution to making 
history. Coordinated by history and civics organization 
Made By Us and youth organization Civics Unplugged, 
Civic Season provided an online educational experience 
geared towards Gen Z and Millennials. More than 100 
history museums and historic sites curated material to 
present to guests from Juneteenth to the Fourth of July. 
The Civic Season allows these institutions to offer tools 
to spark a connection between the past and the present, 
while also showing the impact younger generations 
have on the future. Not only was this the first Civic 
Season, but this year the White House recognized 
Juneteenth as a federal holiday for the first time.

Juneteenth celebrates the freeing of the last enslaved 
people in the United States, in Galveston, Texas on 
June 19, 1865. Although Abraham Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, two 
years earlier, and the thirteenth amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified in January 1865, not 
all enslaved people were freed. The establishment of 
Juneteenth as a federal holiday highlights the progress 
we have made as a nation, but also reminds us that we 
have much more to work towards in creating a just 
society for all. The Civic Season challenges everyone 
to ask, “How can we go further?” in not just this area, 
but in all ways that we can be civically engaged.

Since 2013, the History Center has hosted Juneteenth 
celebrations at our Buckhead campus, offering a weekend 
of celebration, learning, and reflection for adults and 
children alike. Due to concerns with the pandemic, 
this year’s festivities continued online. We prompted 
conversations through virtual events, social media posts, 
and corresponding blog posts highlighting perseverance 
and success in Black history.

 Ahead of June 19th Annette Gordon-Reed joined us 
for a virtual Author Talk about her book, On Juneteenth, 
highlighting the holiday’s importance in American 
history. In addition to Gordon-Reed’s Author Talk 
several blog posts were created to spotlight different 
facets of Black history including the impact of baseball 
on African American culture and sports as well as profiles 
on prominent buildings along Sweet Auburn Avenue. All 
toolkits and blog posts are still available on our website 
at atlantahistorycenter.com.

Civic Season will be back with its second year starting on 
June 19, 2022, and Atlanta History Center looks forward 
to participating.

The Nissan Foundation generously sponsors Juneteenth 
at Atlanta History Center, including the 2021 celebration 
and upcoming 2022 program. Atlanta History Center is a 
founding partner and member of the Steering Committee 
of Made By Us, along with the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History, Monticello, the National 
Archives Foundation, the First Americans Museum, 
HistoryMiami, Heinz History Center, New-York Historical 
Society, the Charles H. Wright Museum of African-
American History, and Missouri Historical Society.

CIVIC SEASON 
		    RETROSPECTIVE 

PROGRAMS PROGRAMS

1
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BY MONIQUE ROJAS
Communications Coordinator

TOP The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Picture 
Collection, The New York Public Library. “South Carolina -- the celebration of Emancipation 
Day in Charleston, January 8th “ The New York Public Library Digital Collections. 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e1-3f9e-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
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PROGRAMS PROGRAMS

STONE MOUNTAIN
 

How did the world’s largest Confederate monument end 
up outside of Atlanta? What should be done, if anything, 
with it? With these questions in mind, Atlanta History 
Center explores the controversial history through online 
resources and an upcoming documentary.

Stone Mountain – the world’s largest exposed granite outcrop – is a 
natural wonder turned Confederate monument. By Georgia state law, 
the entire park is designated as a memorial to the Confederacy. The effort 
to create a Confederate monument on Stone Mountain began in the 1910s. 
Yet, the monument was only completed in 1972. Spanning multiple efforts 
and more than 50 years, the carving’s history is full of twists and turns.

The original idea for a carving on the side of Stone Mountain arose around 
1914. Helen Plane, a member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
and a Confederate widow, advocated for a memorial featuring Robert E. 
Lee on the side of the granite mountain. She expressed admiration for 
the Ku Klux Klan after viewing the infamous film The Birth of a Nation 
and even mused that a formation of Klan members might be included 
in the carving along with the Confederate war heroes. 

The Klan itself played a large role in this first effort to create the 
Confederate memorial at Stone Mountain. Inspired by The Birth of a 
Nation, Alabama native William J. Simmons held a ceremony atop Stone 
Mountain in 1915 to announce the re-founding of the Ku Klux Klan.   The 
Venable family owned the mountain at the time and granted the Klan 
easements to use the mountain for its rituals. 

Shortly thereafter, the newly-formed Stone Mountain Confederate 
Memorial Association (SMCMA) organized an effort to carve a 
Confederate monument on the side of the mountain and realize Plane’s 
vision. Initially, the association hired carver Gutzon Borglum, who would 
go on to carve Mount Rushmore, but relations between Borglum and 
the association soured, partly due to intra-Klan disputes about new 
leadership that resulted in members of the SMCMA and Borglum being 
on opposite sides. After firing Borglum, the SMCMA blasted his work off 
the mountain. The association then hired American sculptor Augustus 
Lukeman, who managed to carve Robert E. Lee’s head and part of Lee’s 
torso into the mountain before funds ran out and the Great Depression 
set in, stalling the project.

At the time, the United Daughters of the Confederacy was a highly 
influential organization, and played a key role in reshaping popular 
memory of the Civil War. The Civil War is one of the most consequential 
events in American history. It began as an effort by Southern states to 
secede from the United States and establish a new slaveholding republic. 
For the Northern states, a fight to keep the United States intact eventually 
transformed into a referendum on the morality of enslaved labor.

After the war, former Confederates sought to rationalize their devastating 
loss—and in that process, developed Lost Cause ideology. This set of 
beliefs posit that the war was fought over anything but slavery, and instead 
places emphasis on state’s rights and tariffs as the supposed causes of the 
conflict, and the overwhelming military power of the Union army as the 
primary rationale for defeat. The United Daughters of the Confederacy 
eagerly advanced this view of the Civil War, choosing favorable history 
textbooks for schools, hosting Confederate memorial day ceremonies, 
and building scores of monuments across the South (and in some cases, 
the North.)

Though the beginnings of the monument came during the heyday of 
The Lost Cause in the 1910s and 1920s, it was not completed until after 
a campaign promise from gubernatorial candidate and segregationist 
Marvin Griffin restarted the effort in the 1950s. On May 17, 1954, the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. Board of Education overturned 

the legal basis for segregation. Fifty-seven days later, Griffin pointed to 
the mountain at a campaign rally and promised to finish the carving as a 
salute to those who fought for the South’s “way of life,” a “polite” way of 
saying preserving segregation.

With the election of Marvin Griffin, Georgia’s state and local governments 
joined the “Massive Resistance” political movement, trying to deny Black 
Georgians the right to vote, fighting school integration, and doing their 
best to maintain the racial status quo of white supremacy. Griffin and state 
legislators changed the Georgia state flag in 1956 to add the Confederate 
battle flag design and purchased Stone Mountain in 1958 to build a 
Confederate memorial, fulfilling his campaign promise.

In the 1960s, as Black people and allies organized during the Civil Rights 
Movement, the carving was slowly completed. Martin Luther King Jr. 
had just been awarded his Nobel Peace Prize as workers finally finished 
carving “Stonewall” Jackson’s face in 1964. As Alabama state troopers 
beat future congressman John Lewis and his fellow protestors in Selma, 
Alabama, workers put the finishing touches on Jackson’s torso. In 1970, 
the carving was officially unveiled. Vice President Spiro Agnew spoke at 
the dedication—a snub to many white Southerners who felt that President 
Richard Nixon himself should have been there. Details were added to the 
carving until 1972.

The continued presence of the carving stands in stark contrast to the 
removal of the Confederate battle flag from the State of Georgia flag in 2001. 
Pieces of legislation that made both possible were passed during Marvin 
Griffin’s four-year administration. Yet, more than two decades later the 
Stone Mountain carving remains effectively rededicated each day by state 
law as a Confederate memorial. In the years since, these laws have been 
reaffirmed and even strengthened. O.C.G.A. § 12-3-192.1 establishes the 
Stone Mountain Memorial Association as one “to maintain an appropriate 
and suitable memorial for the Confederacy,” while the more recent § 50-3-1 
states: “the memorial to the heroes of the Confederate States of America 
graven upon the face of Stone Mountain shall never be altered, removed, 
concealed, or obscured in any fashion and shall be preserved and protected 
for all time as a tribute to the bravery and heroism of the citizens of this 
state who suffered and died in their cause.”

The history of the Stone Mountain memorial is one that is often unknown 
or misunderstood—understanding the origins and intention of the 
carving, as well as its meaning to our lives today, might be one way to 
have a constructive conversation about the future of the carving and the 
designation of Stone Mountain Park as a Confederate memorial.

Atlanta History Center explores the puzzle of the Stone Mountain carving, 
its history, and what’s at stake for our future in online resources under the 
Confederate Monument Interpretation Guide and in the documentary Stone 
Mountain, coming soon.

BY CLAIRE HALEY
Vice President of PR & Programs

1 The Stone Mountain carving features Confederate 
figures Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Thomas 
Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson.
2 View of Gutzon Borglum’s work being blasted off Stone 
Mountain by the crew of sculptor Augustus Lukeman, 
ca. 1925. Atlanta History Photograph Collection, Kenan 
Research Center.

1
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For more than 20 years, Atlanta History 
Center has had the honor and privilege of 
working in partnership with the Mexican 
Consulate and the Institute of Mexican 
Culture to present a yearly Día de  Muertos 
(Day of the Dead) festival. 

In the wake of an all-virtual year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we hosted a smaller-
scale version of the festival on October 
31. Vice President of Public Relations & 
Programs for Atlanta History Center, Claire 
Haley, and the Consul General of Mexico, 
Javier Díaz de León, met up on Zoom to 
discuss the holiday itself and plans for the 
future. The following interview has been 
edited for clarity and length.

PROGRAMS PROGRAMS

DAY OF 
THE DEAD
INTERVIEW

ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER

Javier Díaz de León 

FOR THOSE WHO DON’T KNOW—WHAT IS DÍA DE MUERTOS 
AND WHERE DOES IT COME FROM?

It’s a tradition that comes all the way back from what we call in 
Mexico the pre-Hispanic era, which is before Europeans and 
people from Spain came to our country. These traditions were very 
much a part of [Aztec and other civilization’s] cultures. Some of 
[the traditions], mostly from the center South of the country, had 
very strong manifestations within some specific cultures like the 
Purépechas present in what is now the state of Michoacán. The 
Aztecs and the Mixtecas in Oaxaca also had variants. There are 
common threads, different representations, but what does it mean? 
In a nutshell, [the holiday] was a process through which Indigenous 
cultures would hold several traditions to connect and reconnect 
with family members who have passed away. It is not about fear, 
terror or anything like that. It is mostly about connection and 
honoring ancestors. Some of the most beautiful manifestations 
of those have been in central Mexico, particularly places like 
Michoacán, where they do altars. It’s a way of honoring a loved one 
from our family by placing symbols, pictures, or things that person 
loved during their lifetime, like food, on the altar. People put [these 
items on the altar] on the night of November 1st, which is Día de 
Muertos. Many homes of Mexico have this tradition still. It is about 
connecting, family, and love. 

CAN YOU SPEAK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT DAY OF THE DEAD 
TRADITIONS?

I should say also that a lot of what is now imagery around Día de 
Muertos also is part of what Mexico is. Mexico is a syncretism of a 
pre-Hispanic, Indigenous culture and Indigenous traditions that we 
are very proud of, but also at the same time, a strong influence from 
Europe. What we Mexicans are is a mixture of that, and we are very 
proud to be that. We are very proud of our Indigenous background, 
but also proud that part of what we are comes from other parts of 
Europe, a lot from Spain. Through Spain, we also were influenced 
by other civilizations like the Middle East. 

One of those [traditions] are catrinas, which are representations of 
elegantly dressed women or men with the face of a skull. Catrina is 
a term in Spanish that means a fancy, well-dressed woman of upper 
social class. This [symbol] mostly doesn’t come from the pre-Hispanic 
period and was incorporated into popular culture at the beginning of 
the 20th century by a celebrated Mexican artist and designer, José 
Guadalupe Posada. Posada made social commentary through his 
work, including the catrina. He was making fun of or criticizing what 
he perceived about the middle/higher classes in Mexico, who were 
very adamant about being portrayed as European. They dressed 
in opulent ways and tried to distance themselves from the crowd 
by being highly elegant and European. At that time in Mexico, that 
meant mostly French. He was making fun of them by saying that they 
dress [elegantly] but they’re actually skulls. That’s where the regional 
image of la catrina comes from. It became particularly famous due to 
another Mexican artist, mural artist Diego Rivera. 20-30 years after 
Posada’s work, Diego Rivera painted a mural about an afternoon in 
the Alameda, a central park in Mexico. You can see it today in Mexico 

City. It is a portrayal of society at that time, but Rivera was also edgy in 
his social commentary. Right in the middle of the mural is the catrina. 
There are a lot of important political and historical characters in the 
mural, but the catrina is beautifully placed in the middle. Through that, 
Rivera made the catrina a social phenomenon in Mexico. Although 
it was created by Posada 20 or 30 years before, Diego Rivera really 
made it explode. Now it’s everywhere. What we see now, coming back 
to Day of the Dead, is a mixture of pre-Hispanic tradition but also a 
lot of traditions incorporated along the way, like the catrina was in 
the early 20th century.

HOW HAS COVID-19 IMPACTED DAY OF THE DEAD 
FESTIVITIES?

The Latino and Hispanic Community has been severely impacted by 
[the virus,] both directly in terms of cases and the number of people 
who have contracted the disease and died, but also because of social and 
economic consequences. One thing that directly impacts [the Atlanta 
celebration] is that I’m sure COVID will be represented in some in the 
altars that our families are going to do because so many lives have been 
lost and many important people here in our community in Atlanta, GA 
have died. I’m sure many families will have altars paying respects to 
somebody who was a victim of the pandemic.

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THIS HOLIDAY COMING OUT OF 
THE PANDEMIC?

What I would hope? I would hope that we leave this thing, this pandemic, 
behind as soon as possible and we go back to normality. What does 
that mean? It means back to the large events that we’ve been so 
honored and grateful to do with the History Center in the past. To 
have thousands of families together listening to music, sharing food, 
sharing information, sharing their cultural expressions, and sharing 
their love and their admiration for our ancestors. It also means being 
the conduit for traditions like this this one, Day of the Dead, to become 
more and more a part of the mainstream cultural landscape here in 
the United States. One of the beautiful things is that a few years ago, 
you could still see a little bit of confusion between Halloween and the 
Day of the Dead in the United States. That was still a little bit there, 
but every year I see it less. There’s been so much progress in terms of 
people from non-Mexican origin here in the United States having a 
clear understanding of the Day of the Dead and to embrace it and to 
really understand the distinct holiday.

HISTORY MATTERS 11
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TODDLER STORYTIME
PROGRAMS

BY MONIQUE ROJAS
Communications Coordinator

CURATED 
EXPERIENCES  
Starting in February 2021, Atlanta History 
Center launched Curated Experiences to serve 
an underrepresented group in museum-based 
education—adults. To ensure we can reach 
everyone who walks through our doors we 
offer a variety of group tours to provide guests 
direct conversations with our experts. Curated 
Experiences allow guests to structure their own 
visit with the assistance of knowledgeable staff 
from Atlanta History Center.

Have ever wanted to know everything you absolutely could about 
The Battle of Atlanta cyclorama? You can do just that with Senior 
Military Historian, Dr. Gordon Jones. 

While on a Curated Experience with Gordon, guests can inquire 
about various aspects of the painting, the historical Battle of Atlanta, 
the diorama at the base of the painting, as well as corresponding 
artifacts in the upper and lower galleries of the exhibit Cyclorama: The 
Big Picture. Gordon is the curator of the exhibition, chronicling the 
history of the 132-year-old painting as well as the collective memory 
surrounding it and the Civil War. Although cycloramas were a popular 
form of entertainment during the late 19th century, the Cyclorama 
housed at the History Center is one of only two remaining in the 
United States from the historical time period. 

Gordon designed the exhibit to display both the illusion of the 
cyclorama as well as the intricate details of what makes the painting 
captivating. The top platform allows the viewer to be fully immersed 
in The Battle of Atlanta by matching the horizon of the painting to 
the eyes of the viewer, consistent with the original cyclorama design. 
Below the platform, guests can see various-sized figurines of Union 
and Confederate soldiers, living and dead, scattered around the 
replicated Georgia clay landscape. The figures were added as part 
of a 1930s Works Progress Administration (WPA) restoration to 
make the scene appear even more lifelike.

Through cooperation, augmentation, and restoration, The Battle of 
Atlanta cyclorama proves to be Atlanta’s largest piece of collaborative 
art, restored multiple times over its long life and viewed by hundreds 
of thousands of Atlantans.

Curated Experiences start at $250 and can be booked for groups of 
any size, whether you want to go alone or invite 74 of your closest 
friends. Regardless of the size of the group, each experience is 
guaranteed to be exceptionally unique.

BY MONIQUE ROJAS
Communications Coordinator

PROGRAMS

DOWN BY THE BARN BY WILL HILLENBRAND

Our inaugural Toddler Storytime was kicked 
off with Down by the Barn. The book follows a 
tractor-driving puppy as he tends to his land and 
farm animals. As a corresponding craft, guests 
made friendly sheep out of  cotton balls.

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS BY ROSEANNE 
GARFIELD THONG

Hispanic Heritage month takes places from 
September 15 to October 15. In celebration we 
read Día de Los Muertos. Each page features a 
colorful illustration demonstrating different Day 
of the Dead practices including food, festivities, 
and clothing. Little ones created Day of the Dead 
masks similar to the decorated sugar skulls that 
are given out during the holiday. 

THANKFUL BY EILEEN SPINELLI

In Thankful, Spinelli reminds readers to be 
thankful for the small every day joys and people 
in their lives. This book is a perfect Thanksgiving 
read for adults and kids alike. In preparation for 
Thanksgiving, kids crafted placemats to adorn 
the dining table. 

If you would like to visit Atlanta History 
Center for our next round of stories 
please visit our website to register.

Every month we host Toddler Storytime, a program for some of our youngest guests. Toddlers are invited 
to our Buckhead campus on the first Monday of each month to join us for a delightful story and a fun craft. 
The museum is closed on Mondays, making this the perfect day of the week for little ones to roam, and 
read in our atrium and museum shop. Here are a few Toddler Storytime books we previously hosted that 
highlight different seasonal activities.
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GOIZUETA GARDENS GOIZUETA GARDENS

Many plants considered staples of 
Southeastern United States garden 
design actually come from across 
the world in eastern Asia. Visitors to 
Goizueta Gardens can observe these 
more common plants as well as rare 
cultivars in the secluded Sims Asian 
Garden, a collector’s garden full of 
botanical treasures.

A WALK 
THROUGH 
THE SIMS 
ASIAN 
GARDEN

1

BY CLAIRE HALEY
Vice President of PR & Programs

Located at the base of Swan House lawn, between the gated 
entrance and McElreath Hall, the Asian Garden comes from 
the personal collections of Mrs. Rebecca Sims, or “Bec” as she 
was often called. Her husband, Ben Sims, and her close friends 
donated many of the plants from her personal collection to honor 
her after her death in 1989. Original donations in her memory 
included pistachio trees (Pistacia chinensis) along the entrance 
path, “Dr. Merrill” magnolias (Magnolia x loebneri “Merrill”), 
Japanese maples, including many from the plant collection of 
Mrs. Sims, and a collection of Satsuki Azaleas.

The collection of Japanese maples in Sims Asian Garden reach 
peak fall color in late November, making the Thanksgiving 
holidays a perfect time to visit. For those interested in the Satsuki 
collection,  typically April through May is the best time to see 
peak bloom in Atlanta.

ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER 16
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Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Arrieta
Mrs. William B. Astrop
Mr. Joel Babbit
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Baker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Balloun
Mrs. Eleanor A. Barton
Dr. Ann F. Beach and 
            Mr. John H. Beach
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Berman
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bernstein
Mr. Merritt S. Bond
Mr. Thomas Burleigh
Mr. and Mrs. Bickerton W. Cardwell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Carson, Jr.
The Honorable and 
            Mrs. Saxby Chambliss
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Chickering
Mrs. Carol J. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. A. Stephens Clay IV
Mr. and Mrs. F. Dean Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Croft III
Mrs. Overton A. Currie
Mr. and Mrs. George Darden
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Darden III
Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Davis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Dempsey
Mr. and Mrs. H. Alan Elsas
Dr. Julia V. Emmons
Mrs. Clayton H. Farnham
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Ferguson
Mrs. Dakin B. Ferris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Flock
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Fryer
Mr. David H. Gambrell*
Ms. Linda M. Garrett
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Gorday
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gray
Mr. Ronald Green
Mrs. Robert S. Griffith, Jr.
Ms. Jo Ann Haden-Miller and 
            Mr. William G. Miller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Hannan
Ms. Aileen Ponder Hatcher
Mrs. Paul M. Hawkins
Reverend and Mrs. J. Spurgeon Hays
Mr. Dixon R. Head, Jr.
Dr. Armand E. Hendee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Holder
Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Howard
Mrs. Susanne W. Howe
Mr. Richard N. Hubert and 
Dr. Linda Hubert
Mr. Barry Hutner and Mr. Buddy Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Joiner
Ms. Gay T. Jolley
The Honorable Wendy Shoob and 
            Mr. Walter Jospin
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Jump
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Keough

Mr. William D. Kilgore
Dr. Anne Knutson and 
Mr. Todd Knutson
Mr. and Mrs. W. Theodore Kresge, Jr.
Mrs. Howard P. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Lundeen III
Mr. and Mrs. James MacGinnitie
Mr. and Mrs. Will D. Magruder
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Mannelly
Mr. and Mrs. Keith W. Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Mattox
Ms. Allyson May
Mr. James B. Miller, Jr. and 
            Mrs. Lilly Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander G. Morehouse
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hampton Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Moseley
Mr. and Mrs. Horace D. Nalle
Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Nalley III
Ms. Ann Starr and Mr. Kent Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd C. Newton III
Mrs. Andrea Nobil
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Overend
Mrs. Frank C. Owens, Jr.
Mrs. William A. Parker, Jr.
Mrs. Martha M. Pentecost
Ms. Elizabeth B. Pittman
Mr. and Mrs. H. Sadler Poe
Mr. and Mrs. Gene I. Poland
Ms. Kathleen A. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Rowland A. Radford
Dr. and Mrs. Hal S. Raper, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rawson
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie S. Rigby
Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Riley
Elizabeth and Al Robertson
Mrs. J. Mack Robinson
Dr. Edith M. Rogers and 
            Mr. Michael M. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Rosenbaum
Ms. Teya Ryan
Dr. and Mrs. Rein Saral
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse A. Sasser, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Schachter
Ms. Katherine Scott
Dr. Wendy Wright Seigler and 
            Dr. Brandon Seigler
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Shepard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Shields, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Charles Shufeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Staats
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Staton, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. John Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene L. Surber
Mrs. Kenneth S. Taratus
Ms. Triska A. Drake and 
           Mr. G. Kimbrough Taylor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Winston E. Weinmann
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Winchester
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Withers

Ms. Dina Woodruff
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Young

Patron
Dr. Ann U. Abrams
Mr. A. James Anderson and 
            Ms. Susan M. Anderson
Mrs. Carol Arnall
Mr. and Mrs. H. Ross Arnold III
Mr. and Mrs. George W. P. Atkins, Jr.
Ms. Patricia T. Barmeyer and 
            Mr. Ward Wight
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Battle, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bergeson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bergeson
Mr. and Mrs. G. Dennis Berry
Mrs. Shirley Blaine
Mr. and Mrs. W. Moses Bond
Ms. Jane Fahey and 
            Mr. Emmet J. Bondurant
Ms. Susan Bozeman
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bridges III
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Olmstead, III
Mr. and Mrs. Fred P. Burke
Dr. John A. Burrison
Mrs. Lana S. Cauble
Mr. Daniel J J. Chen
Dr. Benjamin C. Clark, Jr.
Mrs. Thomas H. Clarke
Mrs. Susan S. Cofer
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil D. Conlee
Mr. James E. Copeland III
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Cotter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cramer
Ms. Joan Cravey
Mr. and Ms. Tyler Dempsey
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Dinerman
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Donnell, Jr.
Dr. D. Peter Drotman and 
            Ms. Carolyn Arakaki
Mr. and Mrs. Brian G. Dyson
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Easterlin
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Edmiston
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph G. Edwards, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Egan III
The Honorable and 
            Mrs. Jack Etheridge
Mr. Chance Evans
Mr. Arnold Feinstein and
              Ms. Gigi Bugg
Mr. Robert Fisher
Mrs. Alice Bell Fraser
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Freeman
Ms. Paula Gaffney and 
            Mr. Christopher Riggins
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. George III
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew L. Ghertner
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Gillin
Mrs. Robert Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. Marion B. Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Godfrey
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* indicates that the donor is deceased

2020-2021 ANNUAL FUND— 
INSIDERS

Gifts made between July 1, 2020 
and June 30, 2021 

The 1926 Circle
Mr. and Mrs. C. Scott Akers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Asher
Mr. and Mrs. C. Duncan Beard
Mr. Joseph H. Boland, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Beverly M. DuBose III
Ms. Catherine W. Dukehart*
Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas Ellis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Reade Fahs, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rex Fuqua
Mr. and Mrs. Carl I. Gable
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Giornelli
Mr. and Mrs. P. Alston Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Gregory, Jr.
Mr. Robert H. Gunn
Mrs. Terrell W. Hill
Jocelyn J. Hunter, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones III
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kennedy
Ms. Carla Knobloch
Mrs. Carl W. Knobloch, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Montag
Mr. and Mrs. Howard D. Palefsky
Mr. and Mrs. Solon P. Patterson
Mrs. Larry L. Prince
Mr. Daniel B. Rather
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Reid
Mr. Alan F. Rothschild, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Spalding
Mrs. Anne G. Weltner
Waffle House

Phoenix Society
Mrs. Harold E. Abrams
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Allan
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Allen III
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Butner
Ms. Dolores Trezevant and 
           Mr. H. Alan Cornette
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Curry
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Dukes
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Engle
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Goodsell
Mr. and Mrs. Cleburne Gregory III
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Henagan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Howell
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Irby

Mr. and Mrs. Stiles A. Kellett, Jr.
Mr. James H. Landon
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Manning
Mr. Albert S. McGhee*
Mr. and Mrs. Wade T. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Morgens
Mr. and Mrs. C. Read Morton, Jr.
Mrs. Albert N. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon P. Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Roby Robinson, Jr.

Chairman’s Circle
Mr. and Mrs. David Abney
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Adams
Mrs. Elkin Goddard Alston*
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Alston, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Anderson, Jr.
Ms. Aggie Bell and Ms. Julie Vickers
Mr. and Mrs. Dan W. Boone III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Beauchamp C. Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Connell
Mrs. Alston D. Correll, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Courts II
Ms. Suzanne E. Mott Dansby
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Edenfield
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. French, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. L. Tom Gay
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Glover
Mr. David F. Golden
Mrs. Louise S. Gunn
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Hardman
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Howell
Mr. Edward H. Inman II
Mr. Robert A. Jetmundsen
Mrs. Warren Y. Jobe
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Lassiter III
Mrs. Frank H. Maier, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest McClain
Mr. and Mrs. T. Randolph Merrill
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Millard
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Montag
Mrs. Earl Patton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard
Ms. Susan D. Rolih

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Shearer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Bronson Smith
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Snodgrass
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Tassopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan C. W. Tate
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Vogel
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Webster
Mr. Robert A. Yellowlees
Studie and Zach Young

Benefactor’s Circle
Ms. Kathleen Barksdale
Governor and Mrs. Roy E. Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Baxter
Mr. Arthur M. Blank
Mrs. Lucinda W. Bunnen
Reverend and Mrs. Samuel G. Candler
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence W. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Deveau
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Dreyer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. M. Garland
Mr. J. Michael Gearon and
            Mrs. Ken Fisher Gearon
Mr. Jere W. Goldsmith IV
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Helget
Dr. Jiong Yan and Mr. Baxter P. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Masters
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Mobley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Graham S. Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Pietri, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Reeves
Mrs. Clarence H. Ridley
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Ritter
Count and Countess 
           Ferdinand C. Seefried
Mr. and Mrs. Al Sherrod
Mrs. Laura S. Spearman
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Whitaker
Ms. Barbara A. White
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Wilson III
Mrs. James W. Woodruff, Jr.

Director’s Roundtable
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Adler
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Allen IV
Mr. and Mrs. Carleton F. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. H. Inman Allen
Ms. Marge Anderson and 
          Mr. Richard Oliver
Mr. Shepard B. Ansley
Mrs. Kathleen Argenbright

SUPPORT
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Portman Holdings
Mrs. Donata Russell Ross and 
            Mr. Michael Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Russell
Ms. Ronda Stryker and 
            Mr. William Johnston

Bronze Sponsors
Mr. and Mrs. C. Scott Akers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carleton F. Allen
Alston & Bird
Arrow Exterminators
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Asher
Buckhead Life Restaurant Group
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Conway
CSX Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Knox Culpepper
Cushman & Wakefield
The Ruth and Talmage Dobbs, Jr. 
            Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Dukes
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Giornelli
Mr. and Mrs. F. Sheffield Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Mathew Hawkins
Jocelyn J. Hunter, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Inman
Morehouse School of Medicine
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Montag
Northside Hospital
PNC
Regions Bank
Dr. and Mrs. Randy F. Rizor
Mr. Jack Sawyer and Dr. Bill Torres
Ms. Mary Streett and 
            Mr. Clyde C. Tuggle
Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Tipton
Waffle House

Patrons
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Allen IV
Mr. and Mrs. R. Cotten Alston III
Mr. and Mrs. H. Ross Arnold III
Mr. and Mrs. Neal Aronson
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Ashkouti
Ms. Helen Ballard
Ms. Kathleen Barksdale
Governor and Mrs. Roy E. Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Bussey C. Bonner, Jr.
The Cadence Group
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Brewer
Ms. Helen Andrea Carlos and 
            Mr. Ron Hilliard
Cartel Properties
Ms. Andrea Farley and 
            Mr. Paul Carriere
Mrs. Judith Davis Carroll and 
            Mrs. Juanita G. Davis
Ms. Stacey Carver
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Chatel

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Chubb III
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Cook, Jr.
Ms. Nancy Cooke
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. William Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Paige Craig
CRH
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Curry
Ms. Suzanne E. Mott Dansby
Mrs. Caroline Jones Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm P. Davison
Mr. and Mrs. David Dempsey
Djuric Spratt
Mr. and Mrs. David Eidson
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Fowler
Drs. Cheryl and Robert Franklin
Genuine Parts Company
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rex Fuqua
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew L. Ghertner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Goddard III
Dr. Juliet Asher and Mr. Michael Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Hyland
The Henry W. Grady Health 
            System Foundation
Douglas J. Hertz Family Foundation
Hirtle, Callaghan & Co
Mr. Edward H. Inman II
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Irby
Ms. Joia M. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones III
Ms. Ingrid Saunders Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Kauffman
Ms. Claire Travis and Yaamer Khan
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. King
The Klump Family Foundation
Ms. Carla Knobloch
Lawrence & Bundy
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Loveless, Jr.
Mrs. Frank H. Maier, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher E. Matheison
Mrs. Henry F. McCamish, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Montag
Mr. and Mrs. David Moody
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Morgens
Mr. and Mrs. Derrick Morrow
Ms. Kym Norman
Councilmember Marci Overstreet
            and Mr. Alfonzo Overstreet
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Paradies
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Payne
Mr. and Mrs. John Pearson
Ms. Kelli Poindexter
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Quigley
Mr. and Mrs. Asif Ramji
Ms. Julie Reeves
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Reid
Mr. and Mrs. Gary W. Rollins
Mr. Bryson Rosser and 
            Mrs. Brook Dennard Rosser
Mr. and Mrs. James Sanders

Louise S. Sams, Esq. and 
            Jerome Grilhot
Ms. Marjorie Sawyer
Ms. Katherine Scott
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Shearer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Shepherd III
Smith & Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Sherrill
Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Shirley III
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bahnson Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. David Travis
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Tomé
Ms. Susie K. Twyman
Mr. Manny Beauregard and 
            Mr. Don Vellek
Mr. Willie Watkins
Ms. Barbara A. White
Drs. Sylvia and Keith Wright
Mr. Allen Yee

WEBSITE & DIGITAL 
INITIATIVES SPONSORS

Florence C. and Harry L. English
            Memorial Fund
Fraser-Parker Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Howard D. Palefsky
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kennedy
Thalia and Michael C. Carlos
            Foundation
The Frances and Beverly DuBose
            Foundation, Inc.
The Imlay Foundation, Inc.

EDUCATION & PUBLIC PROGRAMS 

Bank of America
Connolly Family Foundation, Inc.
Fulton County Arts Council
General Society of Colonial Wars
George M. Brown Trust Fund
Georgia Council for the Arts
Ray M. and Mary Elizabeth Lee Foundation, Inc.
Livingston Foundation, Inc.
Publix Super Markets Charities
Regions Bank
Society of Colonial Wars in the State 
            of Georgia, Inc.
The Bright Wings Foundation
The Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
The Nissan Foundation
The Wells Fargo Foundation

DEVELOPMENT
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goldsmith, Jr.
Mrs. Carol Lanier Goodman
Mr. Warren Gump and 
            Ms. Mary Elizabeth Gump
Mr. Joe N. Guy
Mrs. Rand Hagen
Ms. Marion Wall Hall
Mr. and Mrs. G. Marc Hamburger
Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Hammack
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Harkey
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. Harper
Ms. Jean Hatfield and 
            Mr. John Hatfield
Ms. Caroline Heilweil and 
            Mr. Marc Heilweil
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Helmick
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. Henry
Ms. Virginia Hepner and 
            Mr. Malcolm Barnes
Mr. Charles W. Hicks, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hill, Jr.
Mr. Alexander Hitz
Mr. and Mrs. Jack K. Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Hilton H. Howell, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Hughes
Dr. Susan C. Hurt Tanner and 
            Mr. Robert G. Tanner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Hyman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard G. Imlay
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton F. Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Jaje
Mr. Craig Bond Jones and 
            Mrs. Mary Coleman
Ms. Jane P. Harmon and 
           Mr. H. Mikell Jones
Ms. Elena Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Kesterton
Mr. James C. Kieffer
Mr. and Ms. C. Douglas Kremer
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Krochalis
Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Laird
Ms. Linda LaManna
Mr. and Mrs. James Landers
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Lanham
Mr. George H. Lanier
Mr. and Mrs. Nolan C. Leake
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Lee
Dr. J. Bancroft Lesesne and 
            Mr. Randolph Henning
Mr. Bertram Jan-Tek Bieg and 
            Ms. Jessica Li
Mr. and Mrs. Hector E. Llorens
Mr. and Mrs. Clay C. Long
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Loomis
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Lovett
Dr. Elizabeth A. Lyon
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. MacDonald III
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Macenczak
Mrs. Cindy P. Mallard
Mrs. George W. Mathews, Jr.

Ms. Mary Beth McCahan
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip McCarty
Mr. Robert B. McClain
Dr. and Mrs. William M. McClatchey
Sara June and Michael McDavid
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. McLain
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. McTier
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Moye
Mrs. Carole Musarra
Mr. and Mrs. John Muzzy
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Newton
Mr. and Mrs. David Norris
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Odom, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Ottley, Jr.
Mrs. Natalae W. Parker
Ms. Stephanie Parker and 
            Mr. James C. Nobles, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Fay Pearce, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Poe
Mrs. Lula P. Post
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Pressly
Dr. and Mrs. W. Harrison Reeves
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Reiser
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Rogers
Ms. Barbara B. Rose
Mr. and Mrs. David Schlosnagle
Ms. M. Alexis Scott and 
            Mr. Brian L McKissick
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Segrest
Ms. Marion C. Sharp
Mrs. Karen Sheldon and 
            Ms. Charlotte Margolin
Ms. Mary Long and Mr. Paul R. Shlanta
Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Shuster
Mr. Tony R. Smith and 
            Mrs. Denise Elsbree Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Spence, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spiegel
Ms. Nancy C. Stalcup
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Strange
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus W. Strickler III
Dr. and Mrs. Louis W. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Talbert
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Tartikoff
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Thiebaut
Ms. Mary Lynne Thompson
Ms. Mary Thurlow
Ms. Annie York Trujillo and 
            Mr. Raul F. Trujillo
Ms. Agnes J. Van Ryn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vassey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Vivona
Mrs. Pam Wakefield
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Wasserman
Ms. B. Joy Wasson and Ms. Liz Throop
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Wepfer
Mrs. Ann S. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Zacks
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Zakas
Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Zeliff

SWAN HOUSE BALL

2020 Swan House Ball postponed to 2021. 
Donors listed include all gifts for the 
35th Annual Swan House Ball.

Honoree
Lovette Twyman Russell

Event Chairs
Roz Brewer
Vicki Palmer
Jack Sawyer

Presenting Sponsors
Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s 
            International Realty and
            Jenny and Bob Pruitt
Cox Enterprises

Platinum Sponsors
Mr. and Mrs. David Abney
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Brock
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Carlos
Chick-fil-A
The Coca-Cola Company
Mrs. Alston D. Correll, Jr.
Delta Air Lines
Georgia Power Company
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. John Palmer

Gold Sponsors
AT&T
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Blake
The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Brewer, Jr.
Georgia-Pacific LLC
Rebecca Jones and 
           The Heavenly Hands
            Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kennedy
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Wells Fargo
Wilmington Trust

Silver Sponsors 
Brunello Cucinelli
CBRE
Cresset Capital
The Wilbur and Hilda Glenn Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Glover
The Home Depot Foundation
The Honorable Kelly Loeffler and 
            Mr. Jeffrey Sprecher
The Marcus Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Howard D. Palefsky
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FY2021 Operating Revenue with 5 Year Data

DEVELOPMENT

FY2021

Contributions	
Admissions 
Retail Sales and Rental Revenue (net) 
Endowment Draw
Special Projects

FY2021 Operating Expenses with 5 Year Data

FY2021

Personnel
Facilities
Marketing
Programs
Technology
Other Administrative

 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021

Contributions $1,925,257 22% $1,962,070 20% $2 ,713,756 25% $3,404,134 32% $3,185,157 32%

Admissions  $1,146,584 13%  $1,254,848 13%  $1,619,377 15% $1,178,167 11% $613,927 6%

Retail Sales and	
Rental Revenue (Net)

 $1,896,613 21% $1,980,364 21% $2,376,507 22% $1,863,426 18% $1,388,956 14%

Endowment Draw $3,855,959 44% $4,059,771 42% $4,105,301 38% $3,492,297 33% $4,088,185 41%

Special Projects $14,498 0% $385,731 4% — 0% $661,300 6% $704,736 7%

Total Operating Revenue $8,838,909 100%  $9,642,784 100% $10,814,940 100%  $10,599,323 100% $9,980,961 100%

FY2017  FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021

Personnel  $3,586,487 42%  $3,903,435 41% $4,356,565 42%  $3,997,675 41%  $3,916,675 44%

Facilities  $1,883,564 22%  $1,984,639 21% $2,135,719 20%  $2,248,096 23%  $2,105,716 24%

Marketing  $228,321  3%  $176,092 2%  $185,038 2%  $64,475 1%  $42,143 0%

Programs  $1,456,648 17%  $1,813,767 19%  $1,672,661 16%  $1,694,534 18%  $1,327,174 15%

Technology  $384,844 4%  $391,375 4%  $518,404 5%  $574,363 6%  $578,045 6%

Other Administrative  $1,026,522 12%  $1,224,203 13%  $1,184,109 11%  $1,085,714 11%   $960,960 11%  

Special Projects — 0% — 0% $418,950 4% — 0% — 0%

Total Operating Expenses  $8,566,386 100%  $9,493,512 100%  $10,471,445 100%  $9,664,858 100%  $8,930,312 100%

CAPITAL AND ENDOWMENT GIFTS 

JBS Foundation
Estate of Mrs. Emily Bourne Grigsby
The Goizueta Foundation

GENERAL SUPPORT

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. C. Scott Akers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Alston, Sr.
Mrs. Ida P. Benton
Mr. Joseph H. Boland, Jr.
Ms. Janine Brown and 
            Mr. Alexander J. Simmons, Jr.
Ms. Jill Campbell and Mr. George Bullock
Ms. Evelyn A. Connally
Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas Ellis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Fass
Mrs. Lillian R. Gantsoudes
General Society of Colonial Wars
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Gerland III
Mrs. John W. Grant III
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Hamilton
Harold Hirsch Scholarship Fund
Mrs. J. Rhodes Haverty
Ms. Ingrid Saunders Jone
The Kelly Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Keough
Mr. Randall Kirsch
Mr. and Ms. C. Douglas Kremer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Reese Lanier
The Ma-Ran Foundation
Ms. Merry McCleary and Ms. Ann Pasky
The Martha and Wilton Looney Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Mary Ruth McDonald
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Mosier
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Prickett
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Ratchford, Jr.
The Roy and Janet Dorsey Foundation
Ray M. and Mary Elizabeth Lee Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Shepherd III
Mrs. Alex W. Smith III
The SKK Foundation
Vaughan W. Brown Family Foundation
David, Helen, and Marian Woodward Fund
Zaban Foundation, Inc

 

SPECIAL THANKS

Atlanta Homes & Lifestyles and the Southeastern 
Designer Showhouse & Gardens

DEVELOPMENT Please visit atlantahistorycenter.com/governance for audited financials and forms 990. 
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Senior Staff
 
Sheffield Hale
President & Chief Executive Officer

Paul Carriere
Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice 
President of Operations & Legal

Michael Rose
Chief Mission Officer, Executive Vice 
President

Susana Braner
Vice President of Sales & Operations

Paul Crater
Vice President of Collections & Research 
Services

Shatavia Elder
Vice President of Education

Ryan Nix Glenn
Vice President of Marketing & Brand 
Experience

Claire Haley
Vice President of Public Relations & 
Programs

Jackson McQuigg
Vice President of Properties

Erin O’Leary
Vice President of Development

Sarah Roberts
Olga C. de Goizueta Vice President, 
Goizueta Gardens and Living Collections

Jeff Rutledge
Vice President of Finance & Information 
Technology

Kristian Weatherspoon
Vice President of Digital Storytelling

Board of Trustees
 
Howard Palefsky
Chair

Bill Peard
Vice-Chair

Jill Campbell
Treasurer

Trudy Kremer
Secretary

Chloe Barzey

Rodney Bullard

Beverly M. DuBose III

Allison Dukes

Michael Golden

Sandra Hall Mulrain

Angie Mosier

Allen Nance

Kathleen Rollins

Teya Ryan

Sachin Shailendra

John Shlesinger

Will Skeean

TRUSTEES & STAFF

Atlanta History Center Endowment

Irrevocable Beneficial Interest Trusts AHC Managed
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Atlanta History Center 
130 West Paces Ferry Road NW 
�Atlanta, Georgia  30305 
404.814.4000 
atlantahistorycenter.com�


