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DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE CAUSES
WHICH INDUCE AND JUSTIFY THE SECES-
SION OF SOUTH CAROLINA FROM THE
FEDERAL UNION.

The People of the State of South Carolina, in Conven-
tion assembled, on the 26th day of April, A. D., 1852,
declared that the frequent violations of the Constitution of
the United States, by the Federal Government, and its
encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully
Jjustified this State in then withdrawing from the Federal
Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the
other slaveholding States, she forbore at that time to exer-
cise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have
continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be
a virtue,

And now the State of South Carolina having resumed
her separate and equal place among nations, deems it due
to herself, to the remaining United States of America,
and to the nations of the world, that she should declare the
immediate causes which have led to this act.

In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire
embracing Great DBritain, undertook to make laws for the
government of that portion composed of the thirteen
American Colonies. A struggle for the right of self-gov-
ernment ensued, which resulted, on the 4th July, 1776, in #
a Declaration, by the Colonies,  that they are, and of right
ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES;
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and that, as free and independent States, they have full
power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, estab-
lish eommerce, and to do all other acts and things which in-
dependent States may of right do.”

They further solemnly declared that whenever any ¢ form
of government becomes destructive of the ends for which
it was established, it is the right of the people to alter or
abolish it, and to institute a new government.” Deeming
the Government of Great Britain to have become destruc-
tive of these ends, they declared that the Colonies ¢ are
absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that
all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each
of the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its separate
sovereignty ; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appoint- <
ed officers for the administration of government in all its
departments—Legislative, Executive and Judicial. For
purposes of defence, they united their arms and their coun-
sels ; and, in 1778, they entered into a League known as
the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to
entrust the administration of their external relations to a
common agent, known as the Congress of the United
States, expressly declaring, in the first article, * that each
“Btate retains its sovereignty, freedom and independenece,
“and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not, by
“this Confederation, expressly delegated to the United
* States in Congress assembled.”

Under this Confederation the War of the Revolution
was carried on, and on the 3d Septemnber, 1783, the contest

] ended, and a definitive Treaty was signed by Great Britain,
in which she acknowledged the Independence of the Colo-

nies in the following terms :
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¢ Article 1.—Iis Britannic Majesty aeknowledges the said
S “United States, viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay,
“Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Conneecticut,
“New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
¢“land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Geor-
“gia, to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT
“STATES ; that he treats with them as such; and for
¢ himself, hig heirs and successors, relinquighes all claims
“to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the
“same and every part thereof.”

Thus were established the two great prineiples asserted
by the Colonies, namely: the right of a State to govern
itself; and the right of a people to abolish a Government
when it becomes destructive of the ends for which it was
instituted. And concurrent with the establishment of these
principles, was the fact, that each Colony became and was
recognized by the mother Country as a FREE, SOVER-
EIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATE.

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise
the Articles of Confederation, and on 17th September,
1787, these Deputies recommended, for the adoption of the
States, the Articles of Union, known as the Constitution
of the United States. '

The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted,
were the several sovereign States; they were to agree or
disagree, and when nine of them agreed, the compact was
to take effect among those concurring; and the General
(overnment, as the common agent, was then to be invest-
ed with their authority.

If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the
other four would have remained as they then were—separ-
ate, sovereign States, independent of any of the provi-
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sions of the Constitution, In fact, two of the States did
not accede to the Constitution until long after it had gone
into operation among the other eleven; and during that
interval, they each exercised the functions of an independ-
ent nation.

By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon
the several States, and the exercise of certain of their pow-
ers was restrained, which necessarily implied their contin-
ued existence as sovereign States. But, to remove all
doubt, an amendment was added, which declared that the
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the
States, respectively, or to the people. On 23d May, 1788,
South Carolina, by a Convention of her people, passed an
Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and afterwards
altered her own Constitution, to conform herself to the
obligations she had undertaken.

Thus was established, by compact between the States, a
Government, with defined objects and powers, limited to
the express words of the grant. This limitation left the
whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause
reserving it to the States or to the people, and rendered
unnecessary any specification of reserved rights.

We hold that the Government thus established is sub-
ject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration
of Independence ; and we hold further, that the mode of
ity formation subjects it to a third fundamental prineiple, 1
namely: the law of compact. "'We maintain that in every |
compact between two or more parties, the obligation is

Y mutual ; that the failure of one of the contracting parties )
to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely (

releases the obligation of the other; and that where no
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arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own judg-
ment to determine the fact of failure, with all its conse-
quences.

In the present case, that fact is established with certainty.
We assert, that fourteen of the States have deliberately
refused for years past to fulfil their constitutional obliga-
tions, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof.

The Constitution of the United States, in its 4th Article,
provides as follows :

“No person held to service or labor in one State, under
‘“the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse-
“quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged
“from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on
¢ claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be
“due.”

This stipulation was so material to the compact, that
without it that compact would not have been made. The
greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and
they had previously evinced their estimate of the value
of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the
Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by
Virginia, which now composes the States north of the
Ohio river.

The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for
rendition -by the several States of fugitives from justice
from the other States.

The General Government, as the common agent, passed
laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the States.
For many years these laws were executed. But an increas-
ing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States to
the Imstitution of Slavery has led to a disregard of their
obli;gations, and the laws of the General Government have
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ceased to effect the objeets of the Constitntion. The States
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Con- :
nectieut, Rhode Tsland, New York, Penngylvania, Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Wiseonsin and Towa, have enacted
laws which either nullify the Acts of Congress or render
useless any attempt to exeecute them. In many of these
States the fugitive is discharged from the service or labor
claimed, snd in none of them has the State Government
complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution.
The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law
in conformity with her eonstitutional obligation; but the
current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to
enact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided
by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the State
of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been
denied by her t-rilmnzﬂa; and the States of Ohio and Towa ‘
have refused to surrender fo justice fugitives charged with
murder, and with ineiting servile insurrection in the State of
Virginia. Thus the constitutional compact has been delibe-
rately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding
States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is
released from her obligation.

The ends for which this Constitution was framed are
declared by itself to be *“to form a more perfect union,
“establish justice, insure domestie tranquility, provide for
“the common defence, promote the general welfare, and
“gecure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos-
“terity.”

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal
Government, in which each State was recognized as an
equal, and had separate eontrol over its own institutions.
The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving
to free persons distinet political rights, by giving them
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the right to represent, and burthening them with direct
taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the
importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating
for the rendition of fugitives from labor.

‘We affirm that these ends for which this Government was
instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself
hag been made destructive of them by the action of the mon-
slaveholding States. Those States have assumed the right
of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions;
and have denied the rights of property estublished in fifteen
of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have
denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery; they have
permitted the open establishment among them of societies,
whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to eloign
the property of the citizens of other States. They have
enconraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave
their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by
emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection,

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily
increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of
the Common Government. Observing the jforms of the
Constitution, a sectional party has found within that article
establishing the Executive Department, the means of sub-
verting the Constitution itself. A geographical line has
been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of
that line have united in the election of a man to the high
office of President of the United States whose opinions and
purposes are hogtile to slavery. Ile is to be entrusted with
the administration of the Common Government, because
he has declared that that < Government cannot endure per-
manently half slave, half free,” and that the public mind
must rest in the belief that Slavery is in the course of ulti-
mate extinetion.
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This sectional combination for the subversion of the
Constitution, has been aided in some of the States by ele-
vating to eitizenship, persons, who, by the Supreme Law
of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their
votes have been used to inangurate a new policy, hostile to
the South, and destrnctive of its peace and safety.

_ On the 4th Mareh next, this party will take possession of

; the Government. It has announced, that the South shall E
be excluded from the common Territory; that the Judicial
Tribunals ghall be made seetional, and, *hat a war must be

waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the
United States.

The Guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer
exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The
slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-
government, or self-protection, and the Federal Govern-

ment will have become their enemy.

Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irrita-
| tion, and all hope of remedy is rendered vain, by the fact
that public opinion at the North has invested a great politi-
cal error with the sanctions of a more erroneous religious
belief.

We, therefore, the people of South Carolina, by our del-
egates, in Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,

B T Ty et STy BN T e WL

have golemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing
between this State and the other States of North America,
18 digsolved, and that the State of South Carolina has re-
sumed her position among the nations of the world, as a
separate and independent State; with full power to levy
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish com-
merce, and to do all other acts and things which inde-
pendent States may of right do.
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AN ORDINANCE

To pissornve THE UNION BETWEEN THE StATE 0F SourH CARO-
LINA AND OTHER STATES UNITED WITH HER UNDER THE COM-
PAOT ENTITLED ¢ Tur CoNsrrTurioN oF tHE UNITED STATES

oF AMERICA.”

We, the People of the Slate of South Carolina, in Convention
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and

ordained,

That the Ordinance adopted by us in Convention, on the
twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Consti-
tution of the United States of America was ratified, and
algo, all Acts and parts of Aects of the General Asgsembly
of this State, ratifying amendments of the said Constitu-
tion, are hereby repealed ; and that the union now subsist-
ing between South Carolina and other States, under the
name of “The United States of America,” is hereby dis-

solved.

D. F. JAMISON, Del. from Barnwell, and Pres't Convention.

Tros. Curnes PERRIN,
Epw. NosLz,

J. H. Wirsox,

Tros. Toomson,

Davip Lewis WARDLAW,
Jxo. ArrreEd CALHOUN,
Jonx Izarp MIppLETON,
Brenramiy E. Sussrons,
J. N. WHITNER,

Jameg L. Orr,

J. . Regp,

R. F. SimpsoN,

Bexyamiy Fravkniy Mavnniy
Luwis MavoNe AYER, Jr.,
W. PeroNneav FINLEY,
J. J. BRABHAM,

Bexs. W. Lawzox,

Jxo. McKex,

Tromas W. Moorg,
Ricimann Woons,

A. Q. Duvovazy,

Jonx A. INgLIS,

Hexry Mclveg,

STEPHEN JAUKBON,
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W. PINCKNEY SHINGLER,
Perer . Bonngau,
Jony P. RicHARDSON, |
Jony L. MAxXNING,

Joun J. INaram,

Epnear W. CuArLES,
Jurnivs A. Darean,
Isase D. WiLson, |
Joan M. TiMaoNs,
Fraxcis Huvea Warbraw,
R. G. M. Duxovaxt,
Jamus Parsons CArRRoLL,
WM. GrEGE,

Axprew J. HaMMoND,
Janes TomprriNg,

Jameg C. SMyLy,

Jonn Hven MuANg,

‘WiLtiam SrrorHER LyLES,

Hexry Camreern Davis,
Jno. Buomanax,

Jaymus C. FurMaN,

P. E. DuxNoan,

W. K. Easury,

Jaymes HARRISON,

'W. H. CaMPBELL,

T. J. Wirners,

James Cresyur, Jr.,

Josrpn BrEVARD KuRSHAW,

Tuos. W. Brary, 2
Wy, J. Ernuis,
R. L. CRAWFORD,
W. C. CavuruEs,
D. P. Ropinsox,

H. C. Youxa,

H. W. GarrINgrox,
Jouy D. Wrinurams,
W. D. Warrs,
Tiros. WieR,
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H. I. Cavenman,
Jonx C. GEIGER,
Pavrn QuaTTLEBAUM,
W. B. RoweLz,
Cursrry D. Evaxs,
W W. HaRLLEE,
A. W. Bernza,

E. W. Goopwin,
Witntam D. Joussox,
Arex. McLzop,

Jouy P. KiNarp,
Rosert MoorMAN,
Josepit CALDWELL,
Siveox Farg,

Tromas Worra GLOVER,
Lawruxer M. Kerrr,
Donarp Rowe Barrox,
‘W HuNTER,
Axprew F. Lewrs,
Rosr. A. Tromrson,
Wirtram 8. Grisua,
Jony Maxwrrz,

Jno, E. Frameron,
W. Fereuson Hursox,
W. F. D& SAUSsURE,
Winriam Hopring,
Janus H. Apams,
Maxey Grusa,

Jonx H. Kixvsuur,
Epnrarv M. CLARKE,
Arpx. H. Brown,

E. 8. P. BrruiNGER,
Megrriok E. Cars,

E. R. Hexvurson,
Prrer Stoxes,
Daxran Frup,

Davip C. ArrLEsy,
R. W. BArNWELL,
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Jos. Dax’'n Porr,

C. P. Browx,

Joux M. SHINGLER,
Dantin Du Pre,

A. MazyeEK,

Winniam Cain,

P. G. Sxowbpzux,

Gro. W. SgaBROOE,
Jouy JENKINg,

R. J. Davant,

E. M. SEABROOK,

Joun J. WANNAMAKER,
Erias B. Scorr,
Jogurnr E. JENKINS,
Laxapon CHEVES,
Grorar Ruopes,

A. G, Maerarh,

Wu. Porenur MiLes,
Joux Towssenb,
RoperT N. GOURDIN,
. W. Coxyer,
Toropore D. WAGNER,
R. Barxwrnn Roerr,
C. G. MEMMINGER,
GaBrIEL MaNtGAULT,
Joux Jurnrus PriNcLe SMinH,
Isasc W. Havne,
Jxo. H. Iloxour,
Ricu’p Dr TreEvVILLE,
Tuos. M. Haxcker,
A. W. Burnerr,
Tuos. Y. Simoxs,
L."W. Seratr,
WirLiams MIDDLETON,
F. D. Ricnarpson,.
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B. H. RurLupar,
Epwarp McoCrapy,
Franeis J. PorcHER,

T. L. GourpIN,

Joun 8, PanMER,

Joux L. NoweLy,

Joun 8. O'HEag,

Jonx G. LaNDRUM,

B. B. Foster,

Bexsamin IF. Kincore,
Jag, H, CarLisLy,
Stueson Bogo,

Wwn. Curtrs,

H. D. GrEEx,

Marraew P. Maves,
Tromas Runse Exerizm, Sr.
Arperrug CHAMBERE BPAIN,
J. M. GADBERRY,

J. 8. Bimsg,

W H. Grsr,

JAMES JEFFERIES,
Axrrony W. Dozier,
Joax G. PRrESSLEY,

R. C. Logan,

Fraxcis 8. PARKRR,
Bexs. Faxguin Duxkin,
Samuin TAvLor ATKINSON,
Avrex. M. Forsregr,

Wi Brackpury Winson,
Ronerr T. Arnnison,
SamueL Rainey,

A. BAXTER SPRINGS,

A. 1. Barnox,

AT, Dumey.

Attest: BENJ. F. ARTHUR,

Clerk of the Co

nvention.
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