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Resolved, That this Couventlon du express (hele high
sppreciatlon of this act of patriotic libsrality 6 the part of
said Railroad Company, and hereby tender to the Directors
and General Superintendent of said Compary the thanks of
the people of this State:

On motion of Mr. Gholson, the C'onvention took a recess
for one hour.

The recess having expived the Convention resumed its
session.

Mr. Clayton of Marshall, {from the commitice to whom
was referred the subject of preparing an address, setting
forth the causes which induce and justify the secession of
Mississippi from the Federal Union, submitted the following
report :

A DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE CAU-
SES WHICH INDUCL AND JUSTIFY THE SE-
CESSION OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
FROM THE FEDERAL UNION.

In the momentous step which our State has taken of dis-
solving its connection with the government of which we so
long formed a part, it is but just that we should declare the
prominent reasons which have induced our course.

Our position is thoroughly identificd with the institution
of slavery—the greatest material-interest of the world. Its
labor supplies the product which constitutes by far the larg-
est and most important portions of the commerce of the
earth. Those products arc peculiar to the climate verging
on the tropical regions, and by an imperious law of nature,
none but the black race can hear exposure to the tropical
mun. These products have become necessities of the world,
and a blow at slavery is a blow at commeree and civiliza-
tion. That blow has been long aimed at the institution,
and was at the point of reaching its consummation. There
was no choice left us but submission to the mandates of abo-
lition, or a dissolution of the Union, whose prineiples had
been subvoried to work out our ruin.

That we do not overstate the dangers to our institution, a
veferonce to a few unquestionable facts will sufficiently
prove. 5

The hostility to this institution conmmenced before the
ndoFtlon of the Constitution, and was manifested in the
wellknown Ordinance of 1787, in regard to the North-
western Territory.
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The feeling increased, until, in 1819-20, it deprived the
South of more than half the vast territory acquired from
France.

The same hostility dismembered Texas and seized upon
all the territory acquired from Mexico.

It has grown until it denies the right of property in
slaves, aud refuses protection to hat right on the high seas,
in the Territories, and wherever the government of the
United States had jurisdiction.

It refuses the admission of new slave States into the
Union; and secks to extinguish it by confining it within its
present limits, denying the power of expansion.

It tramples the original equality of the South under foot.

It has nullified the Fugitive Slave Law in almost every
free State in the Union, and has utterly broken the compact
which our fathers pledged their faith to maintain.

It advocates negro equality, socially and politically, and
promotes insurrcction and incendiarism in our midst.

It hag enlisted its press, its pulpit and its schools against
us, until the whole popular mind of the North is excited and
inflamed with prejudice.

It has made combinations and formed associations to carry
out its schemes of emancipation in the Statos and wherever
else slavery exists.

It secks not to elevate or to support the slave, but to des-
troy his present condition without providing & better.

It has invaded a State, and invested with the honors of
martyrdom the wretch whose purpose was to apply flames
to our dwellings, and the weapons of destruetion te eur
lives.

It has broken every compact into which it has entered for
our security.

It has given indubitable evidence of its design to ruin
our agriculture, to prostrate our industrial pursuits and te
destroy our social system.

It knows no rolenting or hesitation in its purposes ; it
stops not in its march of aggression, and leaves us no room
to hope for ceszation or for pause.

It has recently obtained control of the Government, by
the prosceution of its.unhallowed schemes, and destroyed
the last expeetation of living together in friendship and
brotherhood. '

Utter subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should
consent longer to remain in it. It is not a matter of choico,
but of necessity, Weo must cither submit to degradation,



S

and to e lo ol peepen s twan th e billions of uoney, or
W& el S0 e Trentn 1o Uindon feamised by our fo to
seetire IR o Al rr v other spoies of pmpet ty. For
far Jesz can e than (- ome Fdhers epavated fromsthe
Crownr ot B vland, v AR

One e 200 mades We fallow jn(heir {ootsteps. *“‘0
ewbrace the alomnatioe o sepavation : and for the ¥éasons
here daded. v vecalvo o maintain oy rielitw it the fall
eonseioiIes ol (he ju~tice of owr courze. aud the uudoubb
e helicf of L mulm o maintain it

) i ot My, Livtem o Marshall the report ﬁ"w
v R o e 1o, £
i e v sadions adayired, ' .

Mo Har i from theqpeeial commictee ol the iul\m nor's
Cotmelr vegs oL an ordinenee eatit'ad »an avdinanee pro-
viding o peeneont comeil of dhivee far e Governorof
this St te and reconmiended it adoption, .

-..l !

Whieh wi 't veecived mud aoveod 1y, .
O wotion of Mr. Hamie the onliemee wag congidered
L) [}

Ao Sor nnd fh-gp:mmun- adopted. 4 '

“Mre Thawie anoved that 'ty Convention: pmc:(d Lo e
aleetion i ovided for under w'd ordinayee hy hallot, and
pregen ol 4he n:um‘ oft Maskrss W 12 A niderson: \l-adla«m
Medfoe aud L. Tupper, vs said eouneil, e L

Chie motion rrI‘ \I| Flongoy, the election’ by ballot: was
lh\pr‘nuftl with.and the ahove naned vontlemen were eleeted

'I\l e u““nll"”‘ 1i% 4 L]
CMrcAnderson veported anevdinance with the follbwing
title: : Yy

Ao Ovdinanee to appropriate money {0 pay the curgent
oxpen o of 1’w Couvention nof proy ided for by law,

SO mation o My, Anderson, the rule was suspended, and
the o Buanee heing put npon its final passage was adopted.

O omotion of My, Anderson.
o Resalend, That twenty-five hundred copies of the deelara-
NS e af the immediate eanses of the seeession of
Missizsippi v the | éderal Union, together with the ordi-
sanec of geossion with the named of the memhers who
igned it e peinted in pamphlet form and distributed to the
m(.ml’m of this Conveulion, y.

*UI! nmnrm ni M. lzm}'un i

ol he g Is't". e e va dll]i(’lllltt'(l Andllor W
toriy 10 mudit und allow accounts for such nei

ﬂpen. soasinay have been incurred by the officors
i :



